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PREFACE. 



Since the opening of the Glasgow and South- 
western Railway, the want of a cheap Guide-book, 
descriptive of the various points of interest along the 
several branches of the line, and those of the surround- 
ing neighbourhood in Ayrshire and Dnmfriesshire, 
has been much felt. To supply this desideratum, the 
compiler of the present work has spared neither time 
nor trouble to render its information accurate and 
complete; and trusts it may, therefore, prove an ac- 
ceptable Hand-book to Tourists and Railway Travellers 
generally. The illustrations are from drawings taken 
on the spot, and may be relied on as correct views of 

the different places they are said to represent. 

E. W. 



GLASGOW AND SOUTH-WESTERN 

RAILWAY. 



/ 



Befobe entenng into a description of the scenery and 
numerous places of interest along the above line of 
railway, it may not be uninteresting to note the length 
of the several branches, in connection with their re- 
spective dates of opening for traffic: — 

HiLxs. Ofxnes. 

Glasgow to Ayr 40 ... 12th Angost, 1840. 

Branch from Dairy to Kilmarnock lOf ... 4th April, 1843. 

Swinlees Hineral Branch 1^ ... 1st March, 1847. 

Branch to Irvine Harhonr f ... Do. 

Eilmamock to Troon. 10^... Do. 

lairlie Mineral Branch H — 26th of Feb., 1849. 

Bnsbietolnrine H — ^^d May, 1848. 

Perceton Mineral Branch f ... 26th June, 1848. 

Kilmarnock to Anchinleck 14 ... 9th Angost, 1848. 

Anchinleck to New Cimmock 7i ... 20th May, 1850. 

New Cnmnock to Closebnm 25^ ... 28th October, 1850. 

Closebnm to Dnmfries llf ... 15th October, 1849. 

DnmMes to Gretna Junction 24^ ... 28d Angost, 1848. 

Branches— Anchinleck to Mnirkirk... 10^ ... 9th Angost, 1848. 
Gas Water and Lngar 

Mineral 1} ... Do. 

— Hnrlford to Galston 3^... Do. 

— Galston to Newmilns 2 ... 20th May, I860. 

1711 
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Shortly after the traveller leaves the Glasgow ter- 
minus, among the first things that attract his attention 
is the beautiful village of Pollokshidds, on the left of 
the line, composed chiefly of cottages built in the 
Elizabethan style. A few months since there was not 
a single house near this spot; but, like the other 
fashionable suburbs of the great city, when once 
commenced, it sprang up with a rapidity almost 
equalling the pakce of Alladin. The village is 
built on the estate of Sir John Maxwell of FoUok, 
hence the name FoUokshields. A few minutes, and 
the train dashes into the Arkleston tunnel, which is 
cleared in a second or two, the excavation being 
only about 800 yards in length; taking a gentle 
curve, it arrives at the Paisley Station, where the 
passenger will only have as much time as take a 
peep out. The only buildings of note, visible from 
the station, are the County Buildings and Prison — a 
huge structure in the castellated form, built at an 
expense of £28,000. An addition has since been added 
to the prison this year, at an expense of £10,000. 
Paisley, although it has become famous of late for 
periodical depression and distress, owing to its almost 
total dependence on the shawl trade, has, in its more 
palmy days, sent forth a few of those bright stars which 
illumine the literary firmament. . It is the birthplace of 
the celebrated Christc^her North, who received the first 
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rudiments of his education in its Qrammar School. 
There, also, the unfortunate TaunahiU, Scotland's 
second Bums, breathed his first and his last. His re- 
mains lie in the West Belief Churchyard, without a 
stone to mark the spot. There, also, Alexander Wilson, 
the poet and American ornithologist, was bom, and 
lived until misfortune compelled him to bid adieu to 
Scotland, and seek a home on the other side of the 
Atlantic. PoUock, author of The Cowrae of Kme, 
spent the greater part of his life in Paisley. 

The Abbey of Paisley, which was founded by 
Malcolm, Lord High Steward of Scotland, in the year 
1160, is a noble specimen of ancient architecture, and 
well worthy of a visit. The chapel is stiU in good 
preservation, and used as the parish church. Adjoin- 
ing the chapel, is the family burying-place of the 
Marquis of Abercom, or, as it is more frequently 
termed, the ''Sounding Aisle,'' remarkable for its echo, 
being thought by some equal to the famous whisper- 
ing gallery of St. Paul's, London. There rest the re- 
mains of Marjory Brace, mother of King Eobert II., 
who was killed by a fall from her horse while hunting 
in the neighbourhood. A short distance west of the 
Paisley Station, the joint line of railway terminates — ^the 
Greenock line diverging to the right, and the South- 
western to the left). A few seconds, and the passen- 
ger procures a view of the Nelson Testimonial, intended 
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for a chanty school^ an immense structure^ surmounted 
by an elegant dome. It is built on the site of a 
Eoman camp, and commands an extensive view of the 
surrounding country. Passing on, we come to the 
village of Ellerslie, or Elderslie, famed for giving de- 
signation to the renowned hero. Sir William Wallace — 

« At Wallace* name what Soottuh blood, 
But boila np in a ipring-tide flood; 
Aft hae our fearless fathers strode 

By Wallace* side; 
Still pressing onward red-wnd-shod, 

Or glorious died." 

An old oak stUl stands at the west end of the village, 
among the branches of which, it is said, Sir William 
hid, when pursued, while the English soldiers passed 
beneath. Near the tree a stone was dug out of the 
earth, about half a century ago, bearing the follow- 
ing inscription in Boman characters: — "W. W. W. 
Christ is only my Eedeemer.^' The initials, some 
writers say, indicate two proprietors of EldersHe, father 
and son, who Uved in the sixteenth century. 

On the right, a large fertile plain extends for several 
nules, terminated by the Eilpatrick Hills, and in the 
distance may be seen the '4ofty Ben Lomond.'^ After 
leaving the Johnstone and Cochranemill Stations, the 
scenery on each side of the line becomes more beauti- 
ful and varied. On the left the ground rises in lovely 
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gentle slopes; while on the right lies the Lochwinnoch 
Loch, an extensive sheet of water, beautifully fringed 
with trees. In the distance is the cheery little 
village of Lochwinnoch, planted at the base of a range 
of high hills, verdant to the tops. On the north side 
of the loch stands the elegant mansion of Castlesemple, 
the seat of J. R. L. Harvie, Esq., son of the late la- 
mented Colonel Harvie. Adjacent to the village is 
Calder Glen, one of the finest and most picturesque in 
the West of Scotland, deservedly noticed in the songs 
of Tannahill, and the poems of Alexander Wilson — 

" For many a snimner flower is there, 
And many a shade that love might share. 

So soft the scene, so formed for joy." 

There the hard-wrought sons of toil retire on a 
summer evening to commune with nature, or perhaps 
to pour the sweet language of love into the ears of the 
confiding fair. The glen derives its name from the 
stream Calder, running through the centre of it. It 
is well worthy of a visit, and will amply repay the time 
occupied. We now come to the Beith Station, the 
first on the line in the county of Ayr; shortly after 
leaving which we have Kilbimie Loch on the right — 
a sheet of water much larger than that of Lochwinnoch, 
but not so picturesque. The loch does not afiford 
much encouragement to the angler, as it only contains 
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perch, pike^ tront^ and eel. At the head of the loch are 
the Glengamock Iron Works. There are nine blasts 
constantly in operation. The brilliant effect produced 
by the lurid glare of the large fires at night, as they 
are reflected on the calm surfieuse of the water, is truly 
grand. The loch may be said to extend almost from 
Beith to Eilbimie, and a good view of it is obtained 
by the passengers, as the train winds along the very 
edge. Eilbirnie Castle, now an old and roofless ruin, 
built by the Crawford family about four centuries ago, 
stands about a mile west of the river Ghumock. The 
parish church is said to contain the finest specimens 
of carved oak in the kiogdom, and is often visited by 
strangers for the purpose of examining the carvings. 

Passing the Kilbimie and Dairy Stations, (the latter 
named village, we may mention^ is th& birthplace of 
Sir Bryce Blair, who resisted the usurpation of 
Edward I., and also of Captain T. Crawford, who 
captured Dumbarton Castle during the reign of Mary,) 
we arrive at the 

DALRY JUNCTION^ 
where the line to Ayr branches off on the right, and 
the one to Carlisle on the left. 
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OARIiISLE LINE. 

The scenery along the Carlisle line is rather of a tame 
description until Kilmarnock Station is passed, when it 
assumes a more beauteous aspect. The town of Kil- 
marnock may be said to be crossed by a series of lofty 
arches, which, to appearance, pass throng the centre 
of the town. About half a mile to the north-east of the 
town stand the ruins of an old castle, once the pro- 
perty of the Kilmarnock family. In the year 1735, 
it was reduced to ashes by an accidental fire, and has 
since been allowed to crumble to decay. In the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Kilmarnock, are the ruins 
of several old castles, among which we may notice 
Eowallen, about two miles and a lialf from the town, 
and which is said to have been the birthplace of 
Elizabeth More, wife of Rob^ II. The castles of 
Crawfurdland and Dean are within a few minutes^ walk 
of the town, and well worthy of a visit. Proceeding on- 
wards, the Irvine water is crossed, and the Portland 
Iron Works, near the Hurlford Station, attract atten- 
tion. This is a section of country rich in minerals, 
and contributes largely to supply the counties of 
Lanark, Renfrew, Ayr, and Dumfries, with fuel. The 
Galston Branch, about four miles in length, diverges 
at Hurlford. In the vicinity of Galston, at a place 
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called Beg^ rude traces of a Soman camp remain, 
where, it is said. Sir William Wallace, with a troop 
of only 50 followers, obtained a victory over Penwick, 
an English officer, at the head of 200 men. Near the 
town is the mill known in song as " Patie's MiU/' 
Proceeding on the main line, a few miles beyond 
Hnrlford, it traverses what was once Loch Brown, 
a large sheet of water, but now completely drained and 
fertile. We now reach Mossgiel tunnel, about 600 
yards in length, on the property of Mr Alexander, of 
Ballochmyle, and near the farm of the same name, 
where Bums commenced farming, and where, as he 
says, ''the genius of poetry found him at the plough, 
and threw her inspiring mantle over him.'' Mossgiel 
is about half a mile from Mauchline. It is nearly 
destitute of landscape beauty; but the fame and 
genius of Bums have spread a halo around it, which 
fully compensates for the want of varied and picturesque 
scenery. The farm-house once occupied by the poet 
may still be seen in nearly the same condition as when 
he left it. It consists of a ''kitchen and spense'' on 
the ground floor, and two garret rooms above. The 
" spense," where Burns used to write, and where he 
composed a number of his finest songs and poems, is 
a small room with one window and two box-beds. 
From the front of the house a good view of Carrick 
IliUs is obtained, and from the back the Loudon Hills 
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are seen in the distance. When Gilbert Bums left 
it, Mr. Orr became the tenant^ and remained in it till 
about ten years ago, when the present one, Mr. Wylie, 
took a lease of it. Passing on, and haviag reached 
the summit, which separates the valleys of Irvine and 
Ayr, a scene of striking grandeur presents itself — ^the 
valley of the Ayr stretching for miles on the right, 
and the well-known village of Mauchline on the left. 
The parish church of Mauchline is a neat and hand- 
some edifice. Its predecessor was the scene of Bums^s 
Holy Fair. In the churchyard are the graves of the 
Eev. Mr. Auld, Poosie Nancy, and several others 
whom the bard honoured with his muse. Poosie 
Nanc/s house, the scene of the JoUy Beggars, stands 
nearly opposite the church. At the time Bums wrote 
the Jolly Beggars, Poosie Nanc/s was the favourite 
"howf^^ of aU the "randie gangrel bodies^' who 
travelled the county. At the side of the churchyard 
Nance Tinnock's house still remains in good preser- 
vation; it is now occupied by a private family, and 
consists of a room and kitchen on the ground floor, 
and two rooms on the first floor. During the time of 
the " Holy Fairs,^^ the main entrance to the house was 
from the back, on the very edge of the burying-ground, 
thus proving very convenient for those who admired 
the '' Buns an^ Yill.^^ Opposite Nance Tinnock's, is 
the tenement where Burns, after marrying Jean Ar- 
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mouTj first ^'took up house/^ Mauchline is also noted 
in histoiy aa being the burial-place of five martyrs^ who 
suffered during the Scottish persecutions; one of them^ 
James Smithy being shot at the Bum of Ann^ and 
taken prisoner to Mauchline, where he died of his 
wounds, and was interred in the churchyard. Near 
the town is a glen, on the property of Mr. Alexander, 
of Ballochniyle, called Kingcleuch Glen, where John 
Knox first administ^ed the sacrament in the West of 
Scotland. Within two miles of the village is the beau- 
tiful and romantic property of Barskimming, owned by 
Mr. Miller, which is certainly one of the prettiest spots 
in the West of Scotland. Mauchline is also the seat 
of the largest box manufactories in Scotland; the 
trade in snuff-boxes was begun in Cumnock, but is 
now carried on to greater extent in Mauchline. Al- 
though snuff-boxes formed at one time the principal 
branch of manufacture, they are now comparatively 
the minor one; card-cases, scissor-cases, razor-cases, 
needle-cases, work-boxes, card-trays, egg-cups, table- 
napkin rings, fire-screens, book -covers, &c., being 
the main branches of manufacture. The manufactories 
in Mauchline belonging to the Messrs. Smith, Messrs. 
Clark, Davidson, and Company, and Messrs. Smith 
and Cameron, are well worthy of a visit, and will amply 
compensate either the scientific or the curious. The 
fertile ingenuity of these firms has aided them greatly 
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in the fabrication of innninerable articles of bijouterie, 
which find a ready market in England and France, 
the IVench not being able, in this instance, to compete 
with the Scotch. 

Shortly after leaving the Mauchline Station we arrive 
at the Braes of Ballochmyle. The river Ayr winds 
through the bottom of the glen, the steep sides of 
which are wholly covered with trees. On the east 
bank is the spot where Boms first saw the lass of 
Ballochmyi^, whose bewitching charms kindled his 
poetic fire — ^the resnlt being his production to the 
world of the beautiful song, the second verse of which 
we cannot resist quoting: — 

** With careless step I onward strayed, 

My heart rejoiced in nature's joy, 
Wfaeo, musing in a lonely glade, 
A xniEuden fiur I chanced to spy: 

Her look was like the morning's eye. 

Her air like nature's vernal smile; 
Perfection whispered, passing by, 

* Behold the lass o' Ballochmyle!"' 

We may here mention, tiiat the worthy and liberal 
proprietor of Ballochmyle, Mr. Alexander, is at all 
times willing to admit strangers to his grounds, for 
the purpose of viewing the many beautiful and in- 
teresting spots on his estate; and we trust those who 
take advantage of the privilege will conduct them- 
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selves in a manner satisfactory to the proprietor and 
their brother tourists. 

In order to attain the summit of the country near 
New Cumnock, the line required to cross the river Ayr 
at an elevation of' 178 feet above its bed. The river 
where the Ballochmyle Brieve is thrown over is about 
100 feet wide, and runs between high and rocky banks^ 
which are used as abutments for the great centre arch. 
The viaduct consists of seven arches, the centre one 
being 180 feet in span, certainly the largest arch in 
the kingdom. The three on either side of it are 
each 50 feet in span, and all semi-circular in form. 
The stones of the great arch are on the outside 5^ feet 
deep at the springing, and 4i feet at the crown. The 
material for the ring stones is of a particularly fine, 
compact, and hard quality of white freestone, brought 
from the neighbourhood of Dundee; the other material 
is of red sandstone, taken out in large blocks from a 
quarry immediately adjoining. The time occupied in 
building this stupendous bridge was four years and 
three months, the total cost being about £41,000. The 
view of Ballochmyle Bridge is taken near the spot where 
Bums first saw the lass of Ballochmyle. The structure 
reflects much credit on the contractors, Messrs. Eoss 
and Mitchell. On crossing the viaduct the line enters 
on the estate of Sir James Boswell of Auchinleck, and 
we soon arrive at the station of that name. James 
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IV. granted the Barony of Auchinleck to the ancestor 
of the present proprietor. Boswell, the eminent bio- 
grapher of Dr. Johnson, belonged to this family; and, 
it appears, had the honour of conducting the Doctor 
to Auchinleck, while on his Scottish tour, for the 
Doctor writes afterwards, that " Lord Auchinleck is 
one of the judges of Scotland, and, therefore, not 
wholly at leisure for domestic business or pleasure, 
but has found time to make improvements in his 
patrimony. He has built a house of hewn stone, very 
stately and durable, and has advanced the value of 
his lands with great tenderness to his tenants. I was, 
however, less delighted with the modem mansion, than 
with the suUen dignity of the old castle. I clambered, 
with Mr. Boswell, among the old ruins, which afford 
striking images of ancient life. It is like other castles, 
built upon a point of rock, and was, I believe, anciently 
surrounded with a moat. There is another rock near 
it, to which the draw-bridge, when it was let down, 
is said to have reached. There, in the ages of tumult 
and rapine, the laird was surprised, and killed by the 
neighbouring chief, who, perhaps, might have ex- 
tinguished the family, had he not, in a few days, been 
seized and hanged, together with his sons, by Douglas, 
who came with his forces to the relief of Auchinleck.^' 
Here the branch to Muirkirk strikes ofif. The iron 
works in the vicinity have been in operation for more 
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thanhalf acentur j^and have survived all the vicissitudes 
of trade, even while straggling against an expensive 
land caniafse. The railway has now, however, relieved 
the proprietors of this eviL The Lugar Iron Works are 
also situated on the Muirkirk Branch. Auchinleck was 
the birthplace of William Murdoch, whose name is so 
intimately connected with that of James Watt in his 
scientific and mechanical discoveries; and, ako, of 
William M^Gavin, author of The Protestant, Proceed- 
ing on the main line, the viaduct across the Lugar is 
reached, a sketch of which we give, taken from a l^e 
knoll on the left. This viaduct o(»isists of 14* arcl^s, 
nine of which are 50 feet span, and the other five 30 feet 
each. The large arches are separated from the smaller 
ones by abutments 1 6i feet thick. The extreme height 
of this bridge^ from the foundation of the water-pier to 
the top of parapet, is 162 feet, and the length, from end 
to end, 752 feet. The piers are built hollow, having 
horizontal bands across the whole width of piers every 
15 feet in height. They are 7 feet thick at the spring- 
ing, tapering towards the base, and have a Hght and 
elegant appearance. The total cost of structure was 
about £33,000. The contractor for this work was 
Mr. James M'Naughton. The scenery down the 
Lugar, as seen from the bridge, is varied and beauti- 
fill in the extreme. Immediately on crossing the viaduct 
we arrive at the Old Cumnock Station, situated about 
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one mile firom the villi^e. Between the station and 
the village is the old bniying-gronnd^ where lie the re- 
mains of Alexander Ped^^ of Covenanting celebrity. 
They were originally interred in the aisle of Lord 
Auchinleck^ but were exhnmed afterwards by a body 
of dragoons, who intended to hang them up on 
the gallows; but, yielding to the entreaties of the 
Countess of Dumfries, and others of the aristocracy, 
the soldiers allowed them to lie with the ashes of other 
martyrs at the Gallowsfoot of Cumnock. The stone 
which marks the spot where Feden li&s, bears the 
following inscription: — 

''Here lies 

Mk. Alexander Peben, 

Faithfol Minister of the Gospel, 

Some time at 

Glenluce, 

who departed this mortal life, the 26th 
of January, 1686, and was raised, after 
six weeks, out of the grawf, and buried 
here out of contempt/' 

'' Memento Mori/' 



At the side of Pedetfs grave Ke the remains of Tho- 
mas Bichard, another of the iU-fated sons of Scotland, 
whose tombstone bears the following, words: — 
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" Here lies 
the corpse of 

Thomas Bichasd^ 

who was shot by Colonel James Douglas, 

for his adherence 

to the Covenanted work of Reformation, 

on the 5th day of April, 

Anno 1685/' 



" Halt, passenger! this stone doth show to thee, 
For what^ by whom, and how I here did die, 
Became I always in my station 
Adhered to Scotland's Eeformation, 
And to oar sacred Covenants and laws ; 
Establishing the same, which was the cause, 
In time of prayer, I was by Douglas shot. 
Ah ! cruelty never to be forgot." 

On the left, as you enter the churchyard, are other 
two martyrs' graves, with an upright tombstone, bearing 
the following inscription, the first part of which is on 
the side next the gate, and the second on the other: — 

• 

'' Here lyes David Dvn 
and Simon Paters 
on, who was shot 
in this place by 
a party of Highl 
anders for ther 
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Adhereance to the 
Word of God, and 
the Covenanted 

work of Beforma 
tion. 1685/' 



In the same bnrying-gronnd is another grave, called 
the "Model "Wife's/^ at the head of which is erected 
a small square monument, surmounted by an oval 
stone, similar to an ostrich egg. For the benefit of 
those of our female readers who intend to become 
''model wives,'' we shall give the inscription on the 
monument, which, we believe, was penned by the de- 
ceased's husband: — 

"Here lyes interr'd, 

Ann Menzies, 

Daughter of Adam Menzies, 

of Troloss, 

and spouse of las. lohnston, 

Mercht. m Cumnock. 

For goodness of heart, free 

Of all guile; 

For sincere honesty as 

A Mend; 

For Faithful affection 

As a wife; 
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For preferring domestic 

Happiness and decent economy 

To dissipated profusion; 

Equalled by few^ 

Surpassed by none; 

In justice to her worthy 

Character, 

Erom the constant 

Experience of eleven years. 

This conclusive 

Testimony is inscribed. 

By her afflicted 

Husband, as the 

Last Fledge of 

His heartfelt duty. 

And most tender 

Begard. She died 

May 20th, 1776, 

Aged 36 years. 



Passing onwards, the Station of New Cumnock 
is approached, a little to the south of which the 
line sweeps past the base of the classic Corsancon 
— a hill that often arrested the poetic eye of Bums. 
It is crowned with a rude cairn, which looks down 
into the depth of the vale beneath, and on the north 
overlooks a spacious theatre, in the far distance of 
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which towers the majestic Ben Lomcmd and the serrated 
peaks of Arran. A vart scene here ^reads itself 
before us. Immediately under the eye lie the dark 
heathy moorlands of Kyle^ in whose wastes and deep 
moss-hags the persecuted sons of Scotia^ in former 
times> often found a retreat from the fury of their op- 
pressors. Leaving the station of New Cumnock^ no 
one will regret the pilgrimage to the summit of Cor- 
sancon. A little farther on is the gorge of the Aften— 
truly a splendid scene. There is a rugged grandeur 
and magnificence about it that is rarely equalled, at 
least in this p«rt of the country. The d*rk winding 
defile stretches away inte the wUds of Galloway and 
towards the head of the beauteous Ken. A traveller 
alighting at New Cumnock could spend a delightful 
day in the retreats of the Afton; and more especially if 
he were an angler, he could combine the pleasure of 
catehing the sUvery trout with the august scene around 
him. Little are the inhabitants of our crowded cities 
and towns aware of the enjoyment of which they may 
ayail themselves, at a trifling expense, by paying a visit 
to our Southern Highlands. 

The next station on the line is Kirkconnel. This 
parish is a fine pastoral district, and though not pos- 
sessing much historical incident, is stiU far from being 
destitute of interest. A saint of a remote age, of the 
name of Connel, was the founder of the first church in 
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this parish, and Ms bones monlder in a forgotten grave 
on the verdant slope of a lovely hill. Tradition for 
many generationsconld point out the exact spot, covered 
with a long flat stone; but it is now unknown. In this 
locality there are several strongholds, now in ruins, on 
both sides of the Nith, which winds its way in the hollow 
which traverses the parish. Glenmuckloch, or ^^the glen 
of the boar's stone,^' was the scene of an encounter with 
one of these ferocious animaLs, which at one time in- 
fested the district; and the Palmer's Bam, once the 
residence, it would appear, of a pilgrim from the Holy 
Land, has been consecrated from time immemorial, and 
must have been regarded, till of late, with peculiar ve-' 
neration. At the mouth of the beautiful Glen Aylmer— 
a magnificent defile, which cleaves the mountains on the 
north side of the parish, andruns off into the heart of 
the moorland solitudes — are to be seen the ruins of an 
ancient church, in the midst of a deserted' burying 
ground. In the vicinity of this, the wanderers of the 
Covenant found a retreat in the dreary times of Scot- 
land's persecutions; and many a stirring incident con- 
nected with this locality is told by the inhabitants, who 
warmly cherish the memorials of a pious ancestry. A 
range of beautiful mountains lines the north side of the 
parish, rising gradually from the plain of the Nith to 
a considerable elevation. Among these the most con- 
spicuous is what is termed the " bole hill,'' or " baal's 
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height/' It receives the appellation from the fact that 
the Druids, in ancient times, kindled their fires on this 
eminence on May-day, as a part of their worship. 
Beltine, the god of fire, or the snn, was the object of 
their religious veneration^ and one of the most magni- 
ficent of the ceremonies was the ^' baal fares," which 
blazed on the tops of the loftiest hills. The identical 
spot on this hill on which these fires were periodically 
kindled is still plainly discernible, and from it a splendid 
prospect is obtained of the whole surrounding country. 
Journeying on, we shortly cross the river Crawick, 
by means of an elegant viaduct, and in a few minutes 
afterwards stop at the station of the royal burgh of 
Sanquhar. Kve minutes are allowed here for refresh- 
ments. Sanquhar is an old historical town — its 
name can be traced back for a thousand years. The 
author of The Caledonia says that it received its pre- 
sent appellation in the middle of the ninth century; 
the name is Celtic, and signifies the " Old Port/' and 
the green hillock is stiU pointed out on which this fort 
stood, when the Scoto-Irish founded it upwards of ten 
centuries ago. The castle, now in ruins — an erection 
of the Saxon times— was founded about six hundred 
years since by Edgar, the son of Dunegal, chief- 
tain of Stranith, whose seat was the famed castle of 
Morton, opposite the ducal residence of Drumfetnrig. 
Edgar, who built the peel of Sanquhar, was the chief 
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of the dan M'Gowan, who oocuped the upper ward 
of Nithadale. More thazi four hundred years ago this 
stronj^ld, with its adjacent Lmds, became the pro- 
perty of CUchtoii^ who was denominated Lord of San- 
quhar^ and who mairied Isobel de Soss^ the hdress of 
the contignons lands of Byehill. Were we fully to 
develope the annals of this ancient baronial hold, it 
would form a curions and interesting chapter in the 
local history of a wild and adventnrons age. In 1296 
it was in the possession of the English, who were ex- 
pelled by the brave Sir William, Lord of Donglasdale, 
who obtamed, by stealth, an entnmce into the fortress. 
One of Sir William's retainers exchanged clothes with 
a camum, who was conveying a load of firewood to the 
castle in the dusk of the morning; and having cut the 
traces, when the car was jammed beneath the archway 
of the inner gate, the brave knight and his warriors 
sprang over the immovable load, mshed into the 
court, and. slew the entire garrison, with the exception 
of one man. It was assailed in the time of the Be- 
gent Morton, the occupant of the peel having refused 
to accede to his measures. This castle was the r^- 
dence of the Queensbeiry family, before William, the 
first duke, built the princely mansion of Drumlaong. 
It was honoured with a vi^t &om James YI., on the 
Slst of August, 1617. He slept one night in it, and 
was entertained in a princely manner by his old firiend 



GUIDE TO DTJMFEIES. 27 

Crichton, to whom he owed a sum of money. During 
the excess of his loyalty that evening, Crichton took 
the bond, and, rolling it together, inserted it as a wick 
in the large lamp that illuminated the hall of the castle, 
thus extinguishing the obligation before the eyes of 
the King. There are not a few antiquities, in the 
vicinity of this ancient town, worthy of notice, had we 
space to dilate on the subject. The old church and 
hospital, that stood at the south end of the burgh, have 
left behind them rehcs of their existence of an inter- 
esting nature. The church at the north-west end, 
that existed prior to a recent erection, is said to have 
been coeval with the Glasgow Cathedral, to which it 
was attsujhed. Ninian Crichton was rector of this 
church in the year 1494, during the time of the black 
plague; and two centuries anterior to this, Bartholo- 
mew de Eglesham held the same situation, and swore 
fealty to Edward at Berwick in 1296. At Sanquhar, 
on the 22d of June, 1680, the followers of Cameron 
published their declaration, a copy of which will be 
found in Simpson's Gleanings from the Mountains, In 
the immediate neighbourhood, on the Eliock Burn, 
stands the ancient house of Eliock, notable as being the 
birthplace of the celebrated Admiral Crichton, whose 
father at the time was one of the Lords of Session. Soon 
after the birth of the Admiral, the family removed to 
an estate in the parish of Clunie, Perthshire. 



28 GUIDE TO DUMFRIES, 

The locality is famed for the salubrity of its climate^ 
owing to the pure fresh air which streams from the steep, 
well drained^ and cultivated mountains that surround 
it« There are not a few delightfol scenes in the vicinity, 
two of which may be noticed — the one for its beauty, 
and the other for its magnificence. These ore the pas- 
toral streams of the Menick and the Grawick. A visit 
to these will richly repay the tourist on one of the 
pleasant days of summer, when the hills are arrayed in 
that deep verdure for which they are so distingaished. 
There are many remains of old feudal towers, that have 
each their own traditionary tales. There are also beaud- 
f ul glens and fairy dells, and in the waste land beyoni 
and far in the heart of the desert heath, are graves o! 
^'martyred warriors,'^ and ancient Celtic memorials, 
which show how thickly the moorlands were studded 
with the huts of a forgotten age. 

** Thy wild traditions, Scotland, 

Thy briery bums and braes. 
Are foil of pleasant memories. 

And tales of other days. 

Thy story-hannted waters. 

In music gosh along; 
Thy mountain glens are tragedies^ 

Thy heathy hills are song." 



On leaving Sanquhar, the beauties of the valley of 
the Nith begm to disclose themselves. The river runs 
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for a considerable distance alongside of the railway, 
and beautiful gUmpses are obtained of the romantic 
spots at the several points along its course. 

The deep romantic ravine of Enterkine is next crossed 
bj a handsome viaduct of four arches. At this point 
the railway leaves the course of the Nith, and shortly 
after, winds through the "spirit-haunted deU of Auch- 
ixmiussoram,'^ by deep cuttings through hard rock and 
other strata. The Drumlanrig tunnel is now entered, 
which is the longest in Scotland, being upwards of 
three-fourths of a mile in length. On emerging firom 
the tunnel, we cross the Garron, a little stream, wind- 
ing along the bottom of a deep and finely wooded glen; 
shortly after which the Pass of Datoun is reached, over 
which there is a beautiful viaduct. This pass is one 
of the finest to be found anywhere, rivalling even the 
far-famed Trossachs. It winds its tortuous course at 
one place through hills, round, smooth, and verdant, . 
and at others rugged and precipitous. Near here, is 
the parish of Durisdeer, which contains a very beauti- 
ful parish church, on tiie north of which are the 
vestiges of a Eoman camp. Inside of the church, is 
a mausoleum, belonging to the Drumlanrig Douglasses, 
with a very fine piece of ancient sculpture, represent- 
ing the Duke and Duchess of Queensberry lying on a 
copch, dressed in state. Although this piece of sculp- 
ture may not be very pleasing to the fastidious, still 
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it is valuable, as pointing out the end and vanity of 
all human grandeur. Drumlanrig Castle is now 
seen to the right/ the princely domain of the Duke 
of Buecleuch. The view of the castle we pre- 
sent is taken from a spot near the line of railway. 
This castle is of considerable magnitude, and one of 
the finest which Scotland can boast of. It was built, 
during the reign of Charles II., by William, first Duke 
of Queensberry. He is said to have only slept one 
night in his new mansion. Having taken ill during 
the night, he foimd it so difiicult to arouse his ser- 
vants, owing to the extent of the building, that he 
thought he would have died alone in his palace. lie 
therefore left it next day for his old castle at Sanquhai, 
which we noticed elsewhere as being now in ruins. 
Drumlanrig occupied ten years in building, the plans 
of which were drawn by the celebrated Inigo Jones. 
It cost an immense sum of money, and the worthy 
duke felt so much ashamed of the amount, that he 
wrote on the bundle of accounts the following de- 
nunciation against any who should pry into the ex- 
penditure — "The deil pyke out his een that looks 
herein.^' The gardens of the castle are beautifully 
laid off, and the avenue — ^fringed with trees on either 
side — ^which is very broad, and fully a mile in length, 
forms a comely approach to such a palace. 

We now hasten on to Thomhill, in the parish 
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of Morton, a finely built modem village, with the 
beautiful Gothic church of Morton on the right. 
From its position Thomhill commands one of the 
softest and sweetest picturesque scenes in the South. 
In the distance, about 2^ miles north of the village, 
on the brink of a lovely glen, through which the silvery 
Cample flows, stands the ancient castle of Morton, the 
ruins of which still measure about 100 feet by 30. 
The southern front is still nearly entire. It is 40 feet 
in height, with circular towers at each comer of about 
12 feet diameter. This castle in ancient times was the 
scene of many bloody deeds and horrid crimes, which 
the past history of our country amply testifies. In the 
immediate vicinity of Thomhill is the far-famed Crichop 
Linn, one of the most wild and romantic in the South. 
To the tourist from the West, ThomhiU is the best point 
to start from; and from the East the Station of Close- 
bum, on a visit to the Linn. In former times the 
Linn was almost inaccessible to human beings; and 
according to the superstitions of the age, was peopled 
• with kelpies, water sprites, and fairies, and its cells 
' and hidden caverns were supposed to be the halls 
where the Elfin people held their meetings. It was 
a safe hiding-place in the days of Scottish perse- 
cution, when our Covenanting forefathers had to flee 
before the bloodhounds and dragoons of a mthless 
enemy. The whole scenery of the district is hal- 
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lowed by the s^emory of martyrs^ and every feature 
of the Linn has a thrilling interest when we think of 
the hair-breadth escapes and cruel tortures suffered by 
these " holy men of God.'' Near the entrance to the 
Linn stood a solitary cottage where a whole family 
were surprised and shot by the brutal soldiery of the 
bloody Claverhouse. This is the spot where Sir Thomas 
Kirkpatriok of Closebum^ when compelled to act as a 
guide to the troopers^ covered the sleeping martyr as 
he lay beside the shorn brackens on the cold damp 
eartb;-^08e at hand is the place where William Smith 
concealed himself after having fled naked^ during the 
chill of nighty &om his humble dwelling; on being sur* 
prised by Claverhouse and his reckless band^ where his 
affectionate partner brought his clothes and food next 
mornings and where they returned their united thanks 
to God for their safety and preservation. Across the 
fearful chasm one of the Covenanters sprang for safety^ 
when closely pursued by his enemies; and underneath 
is the cell where the ''Sutor'^ plied his trade for weeks 
in a dreary, dripping workshop, the roof, as it were, • 
shedding tears for the woes of Scotland. Near, also, 
is the sc^e so graphically described by Sir Walter 
Scott as the hiding-place and haunt of Balfour of 
Burley. 

The Crichop stream takes its rise in a moss near the 
nortliern extremity of Closeburn. A few miles from 
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its source^ it forms a beautiful cascade^ called ''the 
Grey Mare's Tail,'' faUing over an almost perpendi- 
cular precipice of 90 feet in height. In the course 
of ages, the water has hollowed out for itself a straight 
passage through the solid rock, and formed this pecu- 
liarly romantic linn. It is situated on the property of 
Douglas Baird, Esq., who recently purchased the estate 
ofClosebum from Sir James Stuart Menteath. We now 
come to Qosebum, near to which is the residence of Mr. 
Baird, and the extensive academy of Wallacehall, more 
like the mansion of a nobleman than a parish school. 
It was founded, iu the year 1728, by John Wallace, a 
Glasgow merchant. It is richly endowed, and free to 
aU the children of the parish. Leaving Qosebum, we 
are again on the wooded banks of the classic Kith. 
About a mile south of the station, is the famed Friars' 
Carse Hermitage, the favourite haunt of Bums, and 
now the residence of Mrs. Crichton, who founded the 
Royal Crichton Institution, from funds left at her 
disposal by her husband, of which we shall speak 
hereafter. Adjacent to the hermitage is the farm of 
EUisland, occupied for about three years by Eobert 
Bums. He was here both farmer and exciseman, 
but, notwithstanding his exertions, the farm did not 
pay, although he had 100 acres for £50, and a 57 
years' lease. In a pecuniary point of view, EUisland 
was an unfortunate residence for the bard, as he ex- 
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pended and lost the greater portion of the money real- 
ised by the publication of his poems. While residing 
here, he composed the poems of "Tam o' Shanter/' 
''To Mary in Heaven," "Elegy on Matthew Hender- 
son/' and many others of his brightest effasions. The 
house occupied by the poet was one storey in height, 
about sixty feet long, and eighteen broad. Behind is 
the stack-yard where, as Lockhart says. Bums lay 
''stretched on a mass of straw, with his eyes fixed on 
a beautiful planet, which shone like another moon," 
while he composed the beautiful lines "To Mary in 
Heaven:" — 

" Thou lingering star, with lessening ray. 

That loves to greet the early morn, 
Again thou nsherest in the day, 

My Mary from my sonl was torn. 

Oh Mary! dear departed shade! 

Where is thy place of blissfiil rest? 
See'st thou thy lover lowly laid? 

Hear'stthou the groans that rend his breast?" 

He sold off his stock and removed from Ellisland to the. 
town of Dumfries in December, 1791. On the other 
side of the line, nearly opposite Ellisland, is the estate 
of Dalswinton, the " f attherland of AUan Cunningham, 
and cradle of steam navigation." On a gentle eminence 
is the mansion house of Dalswinton, the residence of 
Mr. M'AlpineLeny. On the loch adjoining, the first 
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tiny steamboat was launched, on the 14th of November, 
1788. It is stated that the parties present in the boat 
on that eventful occasion were Patrick Miller, Esq., of 
Dalswinton, Lord Brougham, who was then a young 
man at coUege, Eobert Bums, Alexander Nasmyth, the 
father of painting in Scotland, and Mr Taylor, the en- 
gineer, truly a worthy crew to celebrate such a great 
event — an event big with the fate of nations. The in- 
vention is claimed by Symington, but little doubt exists 
that it belongs to the late Patrick Miller, and that 
Symington was employed by him merely as an engineer. 
The view we give of Dalswinton House and Loch is 
taken from a point near the line of railway. 

Proceeding onwards we cross the Nith, over which 
an extensive and beautiful wooden viaduct is erected, 
about 720 feet long, and consisting of eight openings. 
Prom this viaduct the passenger catches a glimpse of 
Lincluden Abbey, situated about a mile distant, on the 
banks of the Cluden. In a few minutes the train stops 
at the Dumfries Station, where we shall leave our pas- 
sengers from the West, until we conduct those from the 
South along the line to the same point. 



Commencing at the river Sark, which, for about six 
miles of its course, divides Scotland from England, and 
which, but for this, would be a very insignificant stream; 

E 
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we soon arrive at the Gretna Junction^ where the Glas- 
gow and South- Western and Caledonian Baalways sepa- 
rate. About a nule further on is the Station of Gretna 
Green, nearly opposite to which, on the Cumberland 
side of the Solway, on a place called the Burghmarch, 
stands a monument marking the spot where death ar- 
rested Edward the First in his proud and impetuous 
career, as he marched at the head of his army to cross 
the border and conquer Scotland. In the vicinity of 
Gretna is situated the beautiful valley of tiie Eske, with 
its luxuriant woods and crystal river, on the banks of 
which lies the scene of Sir Walter Scott's '' Young 
Lochinvar^' — 

**Oh, yoang Lochinvar is eome out of the west. 
Through all the wide border his steed was the best; 
And, save his good broad-sword, he weapon had none. 
He rode all nnarm'd, and he rode all alone! 
So fiiithfhl in love, and so dauntless in war, 
There never was knight like the young Lochinvar! 

He staid not for brake, and he stopt not for stone. 

He swam the Eske river where ford there was none — 

But, ere he alighted at Netherby gate, 

The bride had consented, the gallant came late; 

For a laggard in love, and a dotard in war. 

Was to wed the fair Ellen of brave Lochinvar!" 

The village of Gretna Green is very pleasantly 
situated, and within five minutes' walk of the rail- 
way station — certainly very convenient for those who 



I 



GUIDE TO DUMFRIES. 37 

are in haste to join the " happy state of double blessed- 
ness/' Gretna Hall, where the great majority of run- 
away marriages are performed, is situated in the centre 
of a beautiful lawn, well planted with trees, and ex ■ 
quisitely laid off. The hall, whitih is the property of 
CSolonel Maxwell, of Orchardton, is approached by a 
spacious avenue lined with trees on either side. The 
marriage ceremony used to be performed by Mr. Linton; 
but since his death, which took place about ten months 
since, Mrs. Linton calls in the aid of a neighbour. 
The marriage register kept by Mrs. Linton shews that 
parties from America, Germany, Spain, Italy, France, 
and, indeed, from almost every country in the world, 
have had the nuptial knot tied at Gretna. To some of 
OTur young readers a few words on the law of marriage 
and Gretna Green marriages may not be uninteresting. 
By the ancient law of England, as explained by Dr. 
Lushington, " a marriage was good if celebrated in the 
presence of two witnesses without the introduction of a 
priest, but the decision of the Council of Trent ren- 
dered the solemnisation by a priest necessary. At the 
Beformation the provision of the Council of Trent was 
rejected. The question was, in consequence, reduced to 
this state, that a marriage by civil contract was valid; 
but there was this extraordinary anomaly in the law, 
that while it was valid for some purposes, for others, 
such as the descent of real property to the heirs of the 
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married, it was invalid. This was the state of the law 
till the Marriage Act of 1754 abolished all clandestine 
and irregular marriages, and compelled all persons, 
except Jews and Quakers, to be married according to 
the ritual of the Church of England. A loophole was 
soon found to escape from this stringent enactment in 
the state of the law of Scotland in regard to marriage, 
taken in connection with the rule of the law of Eng- 
land, that a marriage was vaUd in England if it had 
been validly contracted according to the law of the 
country in wliich it was contracted.'' In Scotland to 
the present day (1852). nothing further is necessary 
than a mutual declaration of consent before witnesses 
to constitute, from that date, the relation of husband 
and wife, which is perfectly legal and binding in all 
respects — Whence the "roaring trade" carried on at 
Gretna Green. There is no ceremony performed at 
the Gretna Green marriages, the fugitive lovers being 
only required to make a mutual declaration, in presence 
of two or more witnesses, after which they sign two cer- 
tificates, one of which is retained by the individual who 
joins the hands of the young couple, and the other 
goes to the bride. The names are also inserted in the 
register, as a kind of reference, in case of legal pro- 
ceedings on the part of relatives or fiiends. For the 
edification of the curious we subjoin a copy of the cer- 
tificate granted at the Gretna Hall, and shall fill it 
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up with fictitious names, so that it be better under- 
stood: — 

"kzivodom of scotland, 

"county op dumfeies, 
"paeish of gretna. 

" These are to certify to all to whom these presents 
may come, that James Johnstone, from the parish of 
Barony, in the county of Lanark, and Clementina Paul, 
from the parish of Annan, in the county of Dumfries, 
being now here present, and having declared them- 
selves single persons, were this day married, agreeably 
to the laws of Scotland, as witness our hands. 

"Gretna Hall, this second day of March, 1852. 

"James Johnstone. 
" Clementina Paul. 
r Rich. Linton. 
Witnesses -< John Logan. 

( Peter Walter.'' 

To such of our young friends who wish to try the 
'^fugitive style,'' no diffidence is necessary on making 
their appearance at the haU. They wiU not require to 
inform the parties there that they have fled to get 
married, as the " smith" will see it in their counte- 
nances — ^so familiar has he become with that particu- 
lar description of physiognomy. Independent of the 
'^marriage accommodation," the hall affords as good 
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accommodatioB to tourists as many of the first-olidss 
hotels in the conntry. The rooms are numerous, spa- 
cious, weU ventilated, and handsomely furnished, while 
the " good things of this Ufe*^ are of the best descrip- 
tion. We may mention thut the marriage fees at 
Gretna are generally left to the generosity of the 
bridegroom — and seldom less than half-a-guinea is of- 
fered. In some^ instances, a fee of £100 lias been paid; 
and another is known, which took place in a different 
house, where a couple got married for nothing, being so 
poor that they had not the " needful^' to pay. About 
a mile from the Gretna Station is the Solway Firth, 
which is here two miles broad, and fordable during the 
recess of the tide. Many melancholy accidents have 
occurred to strangers crossing this estuary. The tide 
of the Solway careers along with a rapidity equal to 
the speed of the swiftest horse, carrying in front a 
breast several feet in height. When a spring tide is 
flowing, backed by a strong breeze from the south, its 
loud booming noise may be heard by people on the 
shore, when it is several miles distant. The fisheries 
here are very extensive, and during good seasons yidd 
a handsome return to the tacksmen. Some curious 
particulars, descriptive of the ancient mode ef spearing 
salmon, are interwoven into Sir Waltcar Scott's tale of 
the Bedgauntlet, of which this is the scene. 

Leaving Gretna, the next station on the line is 
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DomocL The only event worthy of notice^ aa having 
taken place here, is a battle, said to have been fought 
between the Scotch and the English, the iormgac com- 
manded by Sir Williain Brown, of Coalston, and the 
latter by Sir Marmadnke \Langdale and Lord Crosby, 
in which the English were defeated, and both of their 
commanders shdn. The commanders axe interred in 
Domock chnrchyard. Two stones, with unintelligible 
figmres, mark the spot. We next come to the town of 
Annan, situated on the east bank of the Biver Annan> 
about a nule and a-half above its confluence with the 
waters of the Solway. Annan is a neat, well-built, 
and cleaoly town, containing a population of about 
4,500. It is the birthplace of the late £ev. Edward 
Irving. Here he was licensed as a preacher, and here, 
al^, was he deposed from the ministry during the 
ecHpse which obscured his masculine mind in the 
latter days of his earthly career. Here also, Hugh 
Clapperton, the African traveller, spent his youthful 
days. One of Bruce^s castles once stood here, but 
there axe no traces of it left,, save onestone, raked £rom 
the rubbish, and placed for preservation in the wall of 
a gentleman^s garden. It bears the date of 1300. 

As we proceed on the line to the station of Cum- 
mertrees, the lofty mountains of Skiddaw are seen on 
the left, with the flowing Solway between. Near here, 
on the banks of the Solway, stands the Tower of Ee- 
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pentance, a square building about 25 feet in height, and 
200 above the bed of the sea, commanding on all sides 
an extensive prospect of the country for miles around. 
In reference to this tower, tradition says, that in the 
15th century Lord Harris, having massacred a number 
of prisoners and thrown them into the sea, repented 
of the deed, and built the tower to appease his troubled 
conscience. Over the door is carved the word '^ Repen- 
tance,'' with the figures of a dove and serpent on either 
side. It is said that Sir Richard Steel, while riding 
near this place, accosted a herd laddie, who was engaged 
reading his Bible. He asked the boy what he learned 
from the Bible? when the boy replied, " the way to 
heaven.'^ "Can you shew it to me?" said Sir Richard. 
"Yes," said the boy, "you must go by that tower," 
at the same time pointing to the Tower of Repentance. 
Hastening on we reach Ruthwell Station, about two 
miles distant from the village of that name. "When 
James VI. was on his way back to England, on pass- 
ing through Ruthwell, he saw the villagers making 
salt, and was so pleased with the method adopted, that 
he granted them an exemption from the salt-tax — ^a 
privilege which they enjoyed till the tax was entirely 
abolished throughout the country. At the junction 
of the Lochar with the Solway, a short distance from 
RuthweU, stands the Brow, a little sea-bathing vil- 
lage, celebrated for its mineral spring, to which many 
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invalids resort for the recovery of their health. There 
the immortal Bums spent a few of the last weeks of 
his existence, in the vain hope of restoring his shattered 
constitution. The cottage in which he resided is still 
pointed out to the stranger. Comlongan Castle, the 
property of the Earl of Mansfield, is situated in a 
plantation to the left of the Euthwell Station, and 
may be seen from the railway. It was formerly a 
place of great strength, but is now much dilapidated, 
although a part is still used as the residence of Lord 
Mansfield^s factor. The greatest antiquity in the 
parish is a Eunic pillar or monument, eighteen feet 
high, ornamented in basso-relievo with rude sculp- 
turings and inscriptions. It was formerly in the 
church, or rather the church was built over it. In 
consequence of the worship paid to it by the people, 
it was cast down from its place in the church in the 
year 1644, by order of the General Assembly. After 
lying broken and trodden under foot in the churchyard, 
the late Eev. Dr. Henry Duncan, of Savings Bank cele- 
brity, caused its fragments to be put together and 
•placed in the manse garden, where it now stands. The 
parish of Euthwell had the honour of starting the first 
Savings Bank, and under the persevering energy of 
Dr. Duncan, the Legislature was induced to pass the 
Savings Bank Act. On the confines of the parish a 
handsome monument is erected to his memory. Pass- 

p 
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ing onwards to Dumfries^ the line crosses Lochar Moss^ 
through the centre of which runs the dull, sluggish 
river Lochar. The moss is about 10 miles long, and 
in some places from two to three broad. Tradition 
says it was originally covered with wood, that it was 
next an arm of the sea, and that it was finally choked 
up with the wreck of vegetation and the tidal deposits 
of the Solway. 

" First a wood, and then a sea. 
Now a moss, and aye^will be,** 

is a couplet of the peasantry embodying the tradition. 
Another mile, and we arrive at the Station of Dumfries, 
where it will be remembered we left our friends from 
the West. 



IS 
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DUMFRIES. 

Before conducting the tourist to the different places 
of interest in and around Dumfries, it may not be out 
of place to offer a few general remarks respecting the 
'' Queen of the South/' 

Dumfries, one of the most ancient border towns of 
Scotland, and the county town of the shire, lies about 
92 miles by rail from Glasgow, 24 from Gretna, and 
83 from Carlisle. It is situated on the left bank of 
the river Nith, about nine miles above where that river 
empties itseK into the Solway. Prom its position in 
one of the most delightful and picturesque valleys of 
the country, surrounded by lofty hills, rich in verdure 
to their very summits, it may be said to possess scenery 
surpassed by no town in the kingdom, and equalled by 
few. Apart from the halo thrown around it by the 
name and genius of Bums, it possesses numerous ob- 
jects of interest to strangers and tourists. The town, 
which contains a population of 11,106, has a neat, clean, 
and tidy appearance. The houses are principally built 
of red sandstone, which is plentiful in the district, but 
being mostly painted in imitation of Portland stone, 
they have a finer appearance than if left in their original 
state. The surrounding district being of an agricul- 
tural character, there are no staple branches of manu- 
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facture carried on in the town, the working popnktion 
finding employment in different ways. The most ex- 
tensive business carried on is the curing of pork, the 
returns for which generally exceed £100,000 annually. 
An extensive cattle market is held on the Sands every 
Wednesday, which is generally attended by dealers from 
all parts of the country, and is acknowledged to be one 
of the principal weekly markets in Scotland. Dumfries 
is also the seat of a Justiciaiy Court, Presbytery, Synod, 
and Sheriff's Court. Although a town possessing but a 
small population, there are three weekly newspapers 
published in it, and all conducted by gentlemen who 
have contributed largely to the literature of their coun- 
try, whose names are as familiar to the inhabitants of 
Scotland as '^ household words.*^ There is the Courier, 
which was established on the 6th December, 1809, 
published every Tuesday morning, and conducted by 
John M^iarmid, Esq., a gentleman whose writings 
are familiar to all; — ^the Herald, established on the 24th 
April, 1835, published every Friday, and conducted by 
Thomas Aird, Esq., whose poetical contributions to 
Blackwood and other magazines have gained for Sim 
a name which shall outlive the sculptured marble that 
may, when he is gathered to his fathers, point out the 
spot where his ashes are laid; — and the Standard, esta- 
blished 22d March, 1843, published every Wednesday, 
and ably conducted by William M'Douall, Esq., author 
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of a volume of poems ^' which reflects credit on his 
head and heart/' There are also eight branches of 
different banks in the town^ and all seem to transact a 
pretty good business. Altogether^ the town of Dum- 
fries maybe considered the most important in the South 
of Scotland^ as well as the most picturesque and in- 
teresting. We have sometimes even thought Dumfries 
would be a good place to die in, as strangers often 
remark that all the monuments and gravestones gene- 
rally bear the words ^' much respected and deeply re- 
gretted.'^ Whether it would prove a good town to die 
in, this much we know, it is a delightful place to 
live in. 

We shall now proceed, and direct our friends to the 
various places of interest. Leaving the railway sta- 
tion, which is about five minutes' walk from the town, 
the first object that presents itself is St. Mary's Church, 
a handsome building of the Gothic style, to which is 
attached a burying-ground, well ornamented with hand- 
some monuments and tombstones. It is said, that on 
the spot where this church now stands, Edward I. 
put to death Christopher Seaton, brother-in-law to 
Eobert Bruce, and that his widow. Christian Bruce, 
caused a chapel to be erected to his memory, which 
she dedicated to St. Mary. At the erection of the 
new church, almost every trace of the old one had 
disappeared. Proceeding onwards through English 
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Street^ and torning the left comer into High Street^ 
we come to the Globe Inn^ one of the rooms of which 
is designated 

'^ BURNS' CORNER." 

The room which is known to have been the " howf ^^ of 
Bums is on the ground- floor, and entered from the 
kitchen. During Bums' sojourn in Dumfries, the 
''Globe'' was kept by a Mrs Hyslop, whose sister, 
Anna, assisted her in the business of the house, and 
attracted the attention of the poet, the result of which 
was the production of the song — 

" Yestreen I had a pint o' wine, 

A place where body saw na;* 
Yestreen lay on this breast o* mine 

The gowden locks of Anna/* &c. 

In one of the rooms up stairs are a few specimens of 
his glass scribblings; on two of the panes in one of 
the windows are inscribed the two following verses; — 

« Oh, lovely Polly Stewart, 

Oh, charming Polly Stewart, 
There's no a flower that blooms in May 
That's half sae fair as thon art." 

" Gin a body meet a body, 

Comin' throagh the grain, 
Qin a body kiss a body, 

The thing's a body's ain." 

On a pane of another window is written — 



C€ 
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" Whatever you choose, be't ale or beer, 

Whatever fits your nob, 

' At moderate fare you may have here, 

The best that's in the Globe.'* 

« R. B." 

The room in which Bums generally sat, when in the 
Globe," and which is now styled his "Comer," is 

kept in the same state as it was during his lifetime. 

In that comer he has often partaken of the 

" Reaming swats that drank divinely,** 

perhaps to make 

"The wheels o* life gae down hill scrievin, 

Wi' rattling glee." 

And who can blame him? To those canting earth- 
worms who talk loudly of his follies, how applicable 
his lines "To the unco Quid" — 

" Hear me, ye venerable core ! 

As counsel for poor mortals, 
That frequent pass douce wisdom's door, 

For glaikit folly's portals; 

Oh gently scan your brother man, 

Still gentler sister woman; 
Though they may gang a kennin' wrang. 

To step aside is human.*' 

Leaving the " Globe,^' we proceed down High Street 
to Bums^ Street, in which is situated 

"'BURNS' HOUSE/' 

where he closed his eyes on a world that seemed un- 
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grateful while he lived, but felt proud of him when 
he breathed his last: — 



** The hilla and groTM and flowery Tales 
All echo to hifl songs and tales; 
Each linnet still his loss bewaili 

'Midst heath and ferns; 
Whilst this sweet prayer floats on the gales, 

' God bless thee. Bams.' 



» n 



The house, which is two storeys in height, is neat and 
plain, and is now the property of Colonel Burns, son 
of the poet. After leaving Ellisland, Bums retired 
to a house in Bank Street, Dumfries, where he lived 
for a short time previous to his removal to the one in 
which he died. The room in which he breathed his 
last is on the upper storey. Dr Maxwell attended him 
during his last moments, and when oflfered the pair of 
pistols, presented to the poet by Mr Blair of Birming- 
ham, they were accompanied with the remark, " I wish 
them to fall into the hands, not of a rascal, but an 
honest man.'' He died on the 21st of July, 1796. 
For thirty-eight years afterwards the house was occu- 
pied by his widow. Bespecting the death of Jean 
Armour, we cannot resist quoting the following from 
a little work published by Mr. M^iarmid: — ^'^ At a 
late hour on the night of Wednesday, the 26th March^ 
or rather, as it was just about to dose, the world and 
its concerns closed forever on Jean Armour, the vene- 
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rable relict of Burns. On the Saturday preceding^ 
&he was seized with paralysis for the fourth time dur- 
ing the last few years; and, although perfectly con- 
scious of her situation, and the presence of friends, 
became deprived, before she could be removed to bed, 
of the faculty of speech, and a day or two thereafter, 
of the sense of hearing. Still she lay wonderfully calm 
and composed, and in the opinion of her medical at- 
tendant, suffered from weakness rather than from pain. 
JVequently she gazed with the greatest earnestness on 
her grand-daughter, Sarah; and it was easy to read 
what was passing within, from the tears that filled 
her aged eyes and trickled down her cheeks. To an- 
other individual she directed looks so eager and full 
of meaning, as to impress him with the idea that she 
had some request to make, and deeply regretted that it 
was too late; for, even if her salvation had depended on 
the exertion, she was ujofortunately incapacitated from 
uttering a syllable, guiding a pen, or making an intel- 
ligible sign. The mind, in her case, survived the body; 
and this, perhaps, was the only pamful circumstances 
attending her deathbed — considering how admirable 
her conduct had always been, her general health so 
sound, her span protracted beyond the conmion lot^ 
her character for prudence and piety so well estab- 
lished, and her situation in life every way so comfort- 
able. On the night of Tuesday, or morning of Wed- 

o 
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nesday^ a fifth shock, unperceived by the attendants^ 
deprived Mrs. Bums of mental consciousness, and from 
that time, till the hour of her death, her situation was 
that of a breathing corpse. And thus passed away all 
that remained of 'Bonny Jean' — ^the relict of a man 
whose fame is as wide as the world itself, and the ve- 
nerated heroine of many a lay which bids fair to live 
in the memories of the people of Scotland, and of 
thousands far removed from its shores, as long as the 
language in which they are written is spoken or un- 
derstood.'^ She now sleeps in peace in the same tomb 
with her illustrious husband. 

Prom M1)iarmid's work we also quote the follow- 
ing account of the sale of Bums' furniture, which, we 
doubt not, will prove interesting to many : — '^ The 
effects left by the late Mrs, Bums, at the sale on the 
10th and 11th April, realised a handsome sum of 
money, apart from the plate, books, and pictures, and 
retained relics of particular value, such as the desk 
upon which the poet wrote, and the shelved press that 
contained his small but well-selected Hbrary. During 
the first day's sale the attendance was large, and in- 
cluded persons of the highest consideration. The 
auctioneer commenced with small articles, and swhen 
he came to a broken copper coffee-pot, there were so 
many bidders for even a dilapidated relic, that the 
price paid exceeded twenty-fold the intrinsic value. 
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A tea-kettle of the same metal succe^ded^ and reached 
the high point of £2 sterling; and a pair of brass 
candlesticks (the state ones at Ellisland) were bought 
on commission for Mr. Forrest, clothier, London- 
price £2 Is. Of the linens, a table-cloth, marked 
1792, was knocked down at £5 7s., which, speaking 
commercially, may be worth half-a-crown or five shil- 
lings. Many other articles commanded handsome prices, 
and the older and plainer the furniture the better it 
sold. Still, not a few things went below their value, 
particularly such as were handsome and of modem con- 
struction. On the llth, the attendance was much 
thinner, from the impression that few, if any, relics re- 
mained on hand; but this was a mistake, and as the day 
advanced the spirit of competition became very keen. 
The rusty iron top of a shower-bath, which Mrs Dunlop 
of Dunlop sent to the poet when afflicted with rheuma- 
tism, was bought by a Carlisle gentleman for 28 shil- 
lings; and what is more extraordinary, a low wooden 
kitchen chair, on which the late Mrs. Bums sat when 
nursing her children, was run up to £3 7s. The crystal 
and china were much coveted, and brought, in most 
cases, splendid prices. Even an old fender reached a 
figure which would go far to buy half-a-dozen new 
ones, and everything towards the close attracted notice, 
down to greybeards, bottles, and a half-wom pair of 
bellows. The poet^s eight-day clock, made by a Mauch- 
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line artist of the name of Brown^ which stood originally 
in the house at Mossgiel^ and acoompanied him in his 
removals to Ellisland and Dmn&ies^ attracted great 
attention from the circumstance that it had frequently 
been wound up by his own hand, and, for more than 
half-a-century, had chimed or struck " the wee short 
hour ayont the twal,'^ and every other in the twenty- 
four. In a few seconds it was bid up to fifteen pounds 
or guineas, and was finally disposed of for £85. The 
purchaser had a hard battle to fight; but his spirit was 
good, and his purse obviously not a light one, and the 
story ran that he had instructed Mr. Bichardson to 
secure a preference at any sum under £60. The said 
clock is a most interesting relic, and however highly 
tempted, we trust the present spirited possessor will 
be long enabled to retain such a precious heir-loom 
directly or indirectly in the family.'^ 

Taking leave of the house, which is now converted 
into a ragged school, we shall next proceed to 

BURNS' IHAUSOLEUM, 

in St. Michael^s Churchyard. The Mausoleum, where 
the ashes of Bums repose, was erected in 1815, at a 
cost of £1,600, from a design famished gratuitously 
by Mr. Hunt of London. The sum was raised by 
public subscription, from parties in all parts of the 
country, even from the Monarch himself. As the spot 
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in the north comer of the buiying-groimd, where his 
remains were originally deposited^ was too small to 
admit of building the Mausoleum^ it was necessary to 
remove his ashes to the tomb over which the Mauso- 
leum is erected; accordingly, on the 19th of Septem- 
ber, 1815, before sunrise, his remains were removed 
as quietly as possible to their new resting-place. In 
the interior of the structure is a piece of sculpture, 
representing the genius of poetry throwing her inspiring 
mantle over the bard, while at the plough, with the word 
'^BuENS^' underneath. The original gravestone, fur- 
nished by his widow, is also placed in the inside. It 
bears the following inscription: — 

" In Memory of 
ROBERT BURNS, 

Who Died the 21st July, 1796, 
In the 37th year of his age. 

AND 

Maxwell Btjbjjs, 

Who Died the 25th April, 1799, 
Aged two years and 9 months; 

Francis Wallace Buens, 

Who Died the 9th July, 1803, 
Aged 14 years." 

The following has since been added: — 



56 GUIDE TO DUHFRX£S. 

''The remains of Bobns removed 

Into the vault below, 19th Sept., 1815, 

And his two Sons. 

Also, the remains of 

Jean Aehoub, 

Eelict of the Poet, Bom Feb., 1765. 

Died 26th March, 1834.^' 

The churchyard of St. Michael's is, perhaps, more 
crowded with monuments and tombstones than any 
other in Great Britain. The most conspicuous of the 
monuments, however, is the Martyrs', a beautiful obe- 
lisk, composed of white granite. The sides of the base 
bear the following inscriptions: — 

{North Side.) 

"THE 

MARTYRS' MONUMENT, 

Erected by the 
Voluntary Contributions 



OF 



Persons who Eevere the Memory 

And admire the Principles of the Sufiferers 

For Conscience' Sake, during the Persecution in 

Scotland; aided by a Collection made at a 

Sermon Preached on the spot by the 

Rev. William Symington, 

Of Stranraer, 

M.D.CCC. XXXIV" 
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( West Side.) 

" Near this spot 

Were deposited the remains 

OF 

William Gbiebson, 

AND 

William Welsh, 

Who suifered mito death for their 

Adhering to the Principles 

Of the Eeformation, 

Jan. 2d, 1667. 

ALSO OF 

James Kibk, 

Shot on the Sands of Dumfries, 

March, 1685/' Eev. xii.ll. 



The original stones which covered their graves still 
lie near the monument, although now pretty much 
worn. The one to William Welsh, is as foUows: — 

'^Here lyes William Welsh, Pentland Martyr, for 
his adhering to the Word of God, and ap- 
pearing for Christ's Kingly Government in his 
house, and the Covenanted work of Eeforma- 
tion against perjury and prelacy. Executed 
Jan. 2, 1667/' 

" Stop, passenger, read ! 
Here interred doth ly. 
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A wifcnen *gaiii4 poor SooUand't peijuy, 

Whose head, once fixed upon the hridge-post, stood, 

Proclaimiiig vengeance for his guiltless hlood.*' 

The one to Grierson is the same, with the excep- 
tion of a different verse, which follows, and runs 
thus: — 

** Under this stone, lo, here doth ly, 
Dnat sacrificed to tyranny, 
Tet predoiu in Lnmannel's sight. 
Since martyred for his Idnglie right ; 
When he condemns snch hellish dmges. 
By suffrage, saints shall jndge their judges." 

The one to James Kirk is also the same^ with the 
exception of one verse, which is as follows: — 

'*By hloody Brace, and wretched Wright, 
I lost my life in great despite. 
Shot dead without due time to try. 
And fit me for eternity. 
A witness of prelatick rage, 
As ever was in anie age." 

There are still some very ancient stones in the church- 
yard, four of which we observed bearing the dates of 
1729, 1710, 1632, and 1629. In the south-west 
comer, in a small space of ground, 420 individuals 
are interred, who died of cholera in 1832. A simple 
tablet is erected to their memory. The first mention 
we have of the church of St. Michael is during the 
year 1178, when WiUiam the lion granted it to the 
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Abbot of Kelso, with five acres of land. It was greatly 
enlarged &om time to time, a tower built, and a bell 
given to it by Tumbull, Archbishop of Glasgow, in 
1611. This was the last parish church in Scotland 
in which high mass was celebrated. It was pidled 
down in 1738, and the present church, which was 
greatly enlarged by consent of the heritors, was opened 
in 1746. It is now surmounted by an elegant spire, 
with a clock. 

We next proceed to the 

ROYAL ORIOHTON INSTITUTION, 

which lies about half a mile from St. Michael^s Church. 
This institution, intended for lunatics, was founded by 
the widow of James Crichton, Esq., of Friars^ Carse, 
from funds left at her disposal by her husband. 
He left Sanquhar when but a poor boy, and went to 
CJhina as a sailor, where he remained, until he amassed 
an immense fortune. The money for founding the in- 
stitution, as we have said, was left at the disposal of 
his widow, who is stOl alive, and residing at Friars' 
Carse. The Crichton Institution is an extensive and 
magnificent structure, built in the double T form, with 
wings running at right angles. It was opened in 
June, 1839, and incorporated by act of Parliament in 
July, 1840, and cost about £40,000. It is capable of 
containing 120 inmates — ^but when fully completed, 

Ji 
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will have accommodation for about 240. The gentle 
method of treatment is adopted here. Attached there 
is an elegant^ neat theatre^ where the unfortunates often 
perform Httle pieces. There is also a Kbrary, consist- 
ing of from three to four thousand volu^nes, a museum 
well filled with natural curiosities and objects of in- 
terest, together with a printing office, where the inmates 
amuse themselves occasionally printing circulars, &c. 
The following is a copy of one of their small publica- 
tions, set up and printed by them: — 



"CATALOGUE 








or 






INSANE 


MONAECI 


IS. 




Emperor Nero, 




37. 


Emperor Diodetian, 






294,, 


King Athirco, 


Scotland, 


about 


231. 


King Terehaid, 


Scotland, 


about 


621. 


Qaeen of FergOB III., 


Scotland, 




764. 


Donald v., 


Scotland, 




854. 


Emperor WinoesLaas, 


Germany, 




1378. 


King Eric XIV., ... 


Sweden, 




1500. 


King Christian Vil., 


Denmark. 






Charles v., 


Spain. 






Queen Jane, (k folle,) 


Spain. 






Queen Maria, 


Portugal. • 






Charles IX«, 


France. 






Louis XI., 


France. 






Prince of Conde, "The Great," France, 




1686. 


Emperor Paul, 


Russia. 
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Clement XII.,GangaaeUi, Borne, ... 1764. ' 
KingFrederickL, ... Pnusia. 

Bernadotte, ... Sweden and Norwftj, 1830. 

King George m.,... England, ... 1800. 

"N^. — This list is confessedly imperfect. If additions can be made, 
references or suggestions famished, they will be most gratefnlly acknow- 
ledged aa oontribnting to the completion of an inquiry which is certainly 
curioQs, and which may be rendered nsefoL 



*' CucHTOir Institution Fbbss, 
1851." 
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They also issue a monthly publication^ entitled The 
New Moan, which often contains some weU-written 
articles on various subjects. Within the walls a pauper 
institution for the southern counties has been recently 
erected^ at a cost of £10^000^ capable of containing 
400 individuals. The grounds, which extend to up- 
wards of fifty acres, are beautifully laid off, and well 
stocked with shrubbery and trees, the principal walk 
through which is about one mile in length. There 
is no lack of amusement either in or out of doors, 
as there are billiard rooms, pianos, &c., within, and two 
bowHng-greens without. The institution is very plea- 
santly situated, from the top balconies of which one 
of the finest views of Dumfries and neighbourhood is 
obtained. It is also worthy of remark, that during 
the year 1832, while cholera raged in the district, not 
a single death occurred in the institution. Betuming 
towards the town, we soon reach 
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THBDOOK, 

a beautiful promenade on the banks of the Nith, with 
a long row of lofty pines on the rights and TindemeathL 
a shady walk. The dock is the property of the town, 
and forms a fine pleasure ground in summer for the 
inhabitants to walk and amuse themselves. In the 
cool of a summer evening may be seen groups of ath- 
letic men with brawny arms throwing the ponderous 
quoits — a favourite game in Dumfries, and one in which 
the denizens of the South excel. Strolling up the 
banks oi the river, we abroach 

THE OLD BRIDaE^ 

a most aged and venerable structure, which, were it 
possible, could reveal many interesting tales of other 
days— of days when 

" From the point of encountering blades to the hilt 
Sabres and swords with blood were gilt.*' 

This bridge, which originally consisted of thirteen 
arches^ but has now only seven, was built in the thir- 
teenth century, during the reign of Alexander III., by 
Lady DevorgiUa, daughter of Allan, first lord of GkJ- 
loway, and wife of John Cumin, lord of Castle Barnard. 
Captam Grose visited this bridge in 1789, while on 
his tour through Scotland. 

A few yards farther up the river is 

THE NEW BRIDaE, 
a handsome structure, the building of which was com- 



OUIBS TO BUMFKZKS. 63 

menced in 1793^ and finished in 1795^ and across 
which wfe shall conduct our Mends into the burgh of 

MAXWEI.LTON, 

which^ although a burgh of barony^ and possessed 

of a distinct magistracy^ may almost be said to be a 

part of Dumfries^ being only separated from it by the 

» 

Nith. The only place in MaKwellton^ worthy of a 
visit;i is 

THE DXniFBIES AND MAXWEULTON 

OBSERVATORY^ 

which was formerly a windmill. Lately^ a subscrip- 
tion was set a-foot, and the windmill transformed into 
aveiy handsome and ornamental tower, the adjoining 
grounds kid off as a garden, aad the place rendered 
one of beauty and interest. There is an extensive 
museum iti the interior of the tower, where an hour or 
two may be passed very pleasantly. In the comer of 
the garden is an elegant erection of the pagoda style, 
c50\reriog a piece of sculpture, entitled " Old Moijality 
and his White Pony.^^ The singular individual which 
this piece of sculpture represents was well known 
throughout Scotland during the latter part of last cen- 
tuiy. His real name was Eobert Paterson, and for 
the last forty years of his life he followed no other occu- 
pation than that of repairing or renewing the grave, 
stones of those who perished "for conscience^ sake^^ 

• 

during the persecution in Scotland. From this singular 
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occupation he received the name of " Old Mortality/' 
To become a wanderer ''among the graves of the be- 
loved dead'' Old Mortality deserted his home and 
family^ all entreaties to induce him to return proving 
of no avail. He roamed about with no other company 
than that of his white pony; and as sure as the year 
rolled round these two '' comrades" made their tours to 
the various churchyards and other places where the 
gravestones of martyrs were to be found. There is 
scarcely a kirkyard in Scotland where any of those 
persecuted Covenanters are buried that does not con- 
tain something from the chisel of Old Mortality. He 
was bom in 1715, and died in 1801 — ^nearly fifty jears 
of his life having been devoted to the cause of preserv- 
ing the memory of the martyrs. This piece of sculp- 
ture represents him renewing the lettering of the stone 
to the memory of the Irongray Martyrs, (which we will 
notice hereafter) while his littie pony stands quietiyby, as 
if sympathising with his master in the noble work. The 
charge for admission to the Observatory and grounds 
is one shilling, except Saturdays, when it is reduced to 
threepence. We understand the charge on "excursion 
days" is threepence also — certainly a wise provision of 
the directors, as very many who take a pleasure trip to 
Dumfries are willing to pay a smaU sum when they 
cannot afford a large one. 
Leaving the Observatory, and recrossing the New 
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Bridge, we arrive in Buccleuch Street, on the left of 
which stands 

THE NEW PRISON, 

a massive building of red sandstone, snrronnded by a 
high wall. It was here where the notorious David 
Haggart, in 1821, killed M^omie the jailer, seized 
the keys of the prison, and made his escape to Ireland. 
Opposite the Prison is 

THE COURT-HOUSE, 

where the Lords of Justiciary meet. It is a very hand- 
some bnilding, and the internal arrangements are com- 
plete and well adapted for the purposes intended. There 
is a subterranean passage from the Prison to the Court- 
house, by means of which the prisoners are removed 
from their ceDs to the bar and vice versa. At the head 
of Buccleuch Street is a very neat Episcopal Chapel, 
with fine Corinthian pillars in front. A very good 
organ is fitted up in the interior, which is used during 
the worship on Sabbaths. On turning out of Buccleuch 
Street to the left, we enter the fashionable part of the 
town, or ''"West End.'' The biiildings in this part of 
Dumfries are very substantial, elegant, and neat, and 
will vie with any in the Crescents of Glasgow or the 
New Town of Edinburgh. In George Street is situ- 
ated 

THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
a beautiful building, composed chiefly of the Doric style 
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of architecture. It contams two spacious halls and a 
number of aute-rooms. The halls are elegant and com- 
fortably fitted up, and afford excellent accommodation 
for public dinners, balls, soirees, &c. Passing from 
George Street, a few minutes' walk takes us to 

THE SAVINGS' BANK, 

in Church Place, a place but recently opened up. The 
bank, although small, is a very handsomeerection, with' 
Corinthian columns in front. Tn a niche in the upper 
story is a full-sized statue of the late B«v. Dr. Duncan, 
of savings' bank notoriety, from the chisel of Mr Corrie, 
a native artist. The bank, which was founded by Dr. 
Duncan in 1815, is in a very flourishing and prosperous 
condition, having about 2,600 depositors. After its 
establishment it occupied premises in a bye-lane until 
the year 1849, when it was removed to the present 
building, which was completed in that year. Near the 
bank is 

THE DUMFBIES ACADEMY, 

surrounded by extensive play-grounds for the pupils. 
Prom the grounds a beautiful view is obtained, with 
the clflsidc Nith in the foreground, and lo% hills in 
the distance, llieinstitutionis endowed, and celebrated 
for the liberal education bestowed on the pupils. Ilie 
building is elegant, the class-rooms spacious, airy, and 
comfortable. 
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Seturning to the head of High Street^ we come to 
Friars' Vennel, in which is the site of the 

MONA8T£BT, 

where King Eobert Brace slew Comyn, on the 10th of 
Febraaiy, 1305. Bruce, on coming out of the chapel, 
told Sir Eoger Kirkpatrick what had taken place, when 
he rushed in, and finding Comyn lying at the foot of 
the altar, gave him the fatal stab to '^ mak siccar,^' as 
he expressed it. No trace of the monastery now re- 
mains, although the spot where it stood is still pointed 
out. Coming down High Street* we gain 

QUEENSBERRT SQUAIUS^ 

in the centre of which stands a chaste column of the 
Doric order, erected in 1778, to the memory of Charles 
Duke of Queensberry. The base of the monument 
bears the following inscription: — 

" This Monument, 

sacred to the memory of 

Cha£LES Duke of Queensberry and Dover, 

was erected by 

the County of Dumfries, 

as a monument of 

their veneration for the character 

of that illustrious nobleman, 

whose exalted virtues 

rendered him the ornament of society, 

I 
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and whose numerous acts of 

public munificence aud private charity 

endeared him to his country, 

22d Oct. 1778. .Etat 80.'' 

Opposite the Monument, in the middle of High 
Street, is 

THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

and underneath the Burgh Pohce-office. The Council 
Hall is surmounted by a spire, in which is placed an 
iUnminated clock for the benefit of the inhabitants. 
The council, water trustees, and police commissioners 
meet in the hall. The police court is also held here, 
where the minor ''unfortunates'* are brought up " to 
get their desserts." The old Tolbooth stood nearly op- 
posite the foot of the Council Chambers' stair, where 
the prototype of Effie Deans Vas confined, while await- 
ing her trial for child murder. The individual who 
injured her, and afterwards became her husband, used 
to visit Dumfries after dusk, and converse with his un- 
fortunate victim through the gratings of her cell. The 
cells of the Scotch prisons in those days were not so 
comfortable as those of the present time; and the one in 
which poor Effie was confined is said to have been a 
most miserable hole, which no doubt would tend greatly 
to add to her agony of mind. Effie's history we need 
not enter into here, as nearly every one who can read 
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has been made acquainted with it through the novels 
of Sir Walter Scott^ although, certainly, a Utile colour 
has been added to the tale. 

The Commercial Inn, faciog the passenger as he 
enters the town firom the Eailw^y, and within a few 
yards of the Council Chambers, contains what is called 

PKENOE OHATUiBS'S ROOM, 

where Prince Charlie resided on his road through Dum- 
fries, during his retreat from England in 1745. Be- 
fore leaving the town, he demanded of the inhabit- 
ants a heavy fine. Having rendered themselves ob- 
noxious to the Prince, for cutting off a detachment of 
the Highland baggage at Lockerby, while on its way 
to the South, and for their adherence to the House of 
Hanover, he permitted his followers, while in Dum- 
fries, to Hve at free quarters, and before leaving, de- 
manded 1,000 pairs of shoes, and £2,000 sterling. 
Only £1,100 of the fine was paid, when he was in- 
duced to sound a retreat, by a false alarm of the ap- 
proach of the Duke of Cumberland and the royal 
army. As security for the payment of the remainder, 
he took with liim on his departure. Provost Corbett, 
and Mr Eiddle, of Glenriddle — ^but they effected an 
escape when about half a mile from the town. The 
room in the Commercial is still kept in ne^ly a simi- 
lar state as when occupied by the Prince, the pannel- 
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lings and style of paintiiig being exactiy the same. We 
believe the anniversary of Bums' birth is held in this 
room. Whether the place is appropriate for such a 
meeting is not for ns to determine. Opposite the 
Commercial Inn stands 

THE FOUNTAIN, 

erected to celebrate the introduction of water intg the 

town, which event took place with great €cl(U on the 

21st October, 1851. The water, which is of good 

quality, is brought from a large loch near the village 

of Lochfoot, about six miles from the town. 

We now come to the only other place of interest in 

Dumfries, — 

THE THEATRE^ 

situated at the foot of Queen Street, in Shakespeare 

Street, built by subscription in 1790; the subscribers 

to which hold silver tickets, admitting them during 

the season, which generally lasts about two months. 

It is a small building, but its interior is elegant, neat, 

and comfortable. It is worthy of remark, that the 

ability and talents of Kean and Macready were first 

discovered in this httle theatre, which they afterwards 

visited when they had arrived at the height of perfec 

tion in the histrionic art. It was also honoured by a 

visit, during the winter of 1794, from the famed Mrs. 

Kemble, who drew crowded houses. The late Mr. 

Alexander, of the Theatre Eoyal, Dunlop Street, Glas- 
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gow, leased it for several years, but ultiinately aban- 
doned it. The theatre was in its palmy days while 
Sums lived, and' two or three of the actors had the 
honour of delivering from its stage prologues and ad- 
dresses written for the occasion by the immortal bard. 
He wrote two for Mr Sutherland, the one for New 
Years^ Day evening, and the other for that gentle- 
man's benefit night, commencing — 

"What needs thia din abont the town o' Lon'on, 
How this new play and that new sang is comin' P 
Why is onthtndish staff so meilde courted P 
Does nonsense mend, like whisky, when imported? 
Is there nae poet burning keen for fame, 
WiU try to gie ns songs and plays at hameP 
For comedy abroad he needna toil, 
A fool and knave are plants of every soil; 
Nor need he hunt as &r as Borne or Greece, 
To gather matter for a serious piece; 
There's themes enough in Caledonian story. 
Would show the tragic muse in a' her glory," &c. 

Bums also wrote aij address for Miss Fontenelle, which 
she spoke on her benefit night, amid great applause. 
His appreciation of that lad/s acting may be gathered 
from the two following verses, written by him during 
her engagement in Dumfries: — 

*' Sweet naivete of feature. 

Simple, wild, enchanting el^ 

Not to thee, but thanks to nature, 

Thou art acting but thyself. 
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Wert thou awkward, stiff, affected, 
Spuzniiig aatore, torturing art — 

LoYBs and graces all rejected. 

Then, indeed, thon'dst act a part." 



SURROUNDINa NEIGHBOUBHOOD OF 

DUMFRIES. 

Having conducted our Mends to the principal points 
of interest in the town of Dumfries, we shall next lead 
them to a few of those in its immediate neighbom- 
hood. We shall first proceed to 

THE KAIDBN-BOWBR ORAIGS^ 

about one mile and a half to the North-East of the 
town . The road leading to them is very beautiful, and 
at some points commands an extensive prospect of 
country, composed of hiU, valley, and stream. They 
receive their appellation from tradition, which says, that 
a young lady who had been crossed and disappointed 
by her lover, took up her residence in a bower there. 
Some also ascribe the name to a fissure between two 
of tile rocb, which gives only sufficient room for a 
young maiden to pass through. The Craigs consist of 
three distinct rocks, about two hundred yards distant 



\-. 
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from each otiber, with lofty perpendicular precipices 
in front, and sloping gently at the back. Prom the 
top of the precipices, one of the finest views imagin- 
able is obtained. For miles aronnd, there is an ex- 
tensive, well-cultivated plain, profusely ornamented with 
fine wooding, while the back ground is enclosed with 
lofty hills, rich in green pasture to their very summits. 
It wants but the presence of an Italian sky to stamp 
it as one of the prettiest spots in the sunny South. 
The Craigs was the place where the "Siller Gun'' of 
Dumfries was usually shot for during the last cen- 
tury. The gun was presented to the incorporated 
trades of Dumfries by James VI., who also granted 
them a royal Ucense to assemble in miKtary array, and 
shoot for it once a-year. The gun is a small silver tube, 
sinailar to the barrel of a pocket pistol, but derives 
great importance from being the gift of the Sovereign 
as a prize to the best marksman among the trades. 
When a day was appointed for the shooting, great pre- 
parations were made for the occasion by young and 
old, being looked on as one of the greatest festivals of 
the South. A contest for the gun took place in 1777, 
which John Mayne has since immortalised in verse. 
It is written in the local vernacular, and. is clever, 
humorous, and rich in description. The following 
Unes, descriptive of the firelocks used on the occasion, 
may not be unacceptable to the reader :-t- 
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"As to their gam — thae fiell eDgxnes, . 
Borrowed or begged were of a' kufs, 
For blnidy war or fisll designs. 

Or shooting cushies, 
Lang fowling-pieces, carabines, . 

And blunderbnsBes. 

Maist feck, tho* oiled to make them glimmer, 
Hadna been shot for many a simmer; 
And Fame, the stoiy-tefiing kimmer, 

Jocosely hints 
That some o' them had bits o' timmer, 

Instead o' flint. 

Some gons, she threeps, within her ken, 
Were spiked to let nae primin* ben ; 
Aod as in twenty, there were ten 

Wormeaten stocks, 
Sae here and there, a roset en* 

Held on their locks.'* 

If we are not mistaken, the last occasion on which 
this civic contest took place, was on the day of the 
coronation of William IV. The gun, after being carried 
home on the hat of the victor, is placed in the archives 
of the corporations, where it remains tiU next contest. 
The road to the Craigs is one of the favonrite walks of 
the Dmnfriesians, and much admired by all strangers. 

We shall now take the Lochmaben Boad, and con- 
duct the stranger to two places of historic interest, 
which, though now iu ruins, may be looked on by every 
Scotchman with feelings of reverence and admiration. 
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Shortly after leaving Dumfnes^ the road passes through 
Lochar Moss^ the dullness of which is somewhat re« 
lieved by the lofty verdant hills aronnd Lochmaben^ or 
by^ perhaps, the merry langh and joke of the peasant 
peat-cutters, as you pass along. Nearing the village 
of Torthorwald, about four miles north of Dumfries, the 
ancient 

OA8TLSS OF TORTHORWALD, 

situated on a beautifol eminence, presents itself to the 
view. This castle was once the residence of Sir Boger 
Kirkpatrick, who, it will be remembered, assisted Bruce 
in putting Comyn to death in the monastery of Dum- 
fries. Its walls, which are now almost in total ruins, 
appear to have been composed of red sandstone, whin- 
stone, and a kind of grey sandstone, and are three or 
four feet in thickness. From the top portion of 
the wall stiU standing, a good view of the town of 
Dumfries is obtained. The village of Torthorwald is 
very beautifully situated, and the few cottages of which 
it is composed have a clean and tidy appearance. 
Leaving the village and proceeding onwards, the road 
winds up the hills for about four miles farther before 
the ancient burgh of 

LOOHBIABBN 

is readied. This burgh contains Httle of interest to 
the stranger. Around it are seven beautiful lakes, which 

K 



76 OUIDE TO BUMFKIfiS. 

afford at times good sport to the angler. Although a 
rural town, it boasts of a few good inns, where suffi- 
dent accommodation may be procured ^^ for man and 
beast/^ Passing the Gross, which is ornamented with 
a diminutive column in its centre, erected to the me- 
mory of who we were unable to learn, we proceed direct 
onto 

BRUOE'S OABTIiE, 

about one mile and a-half from the town. Near this 
spot a castle once stood — ^but of which no traces now 
remain — ^the residence of the Bruces during the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries. It is said that this was the 
birthplace of King Eobert, although other authorities 
state that he was bom at Carnck on the 11th July, 
1274, and died at Cardross on the 7th June, 1329. 
The Castle, the ruins of which still remain, was the 
principal residence of Eobert Bruce. It appears to 
have been a most extensive and strong fortress. It 
stands on a beautiful promontory, which juts out into 
one of the largest lakes in the neighbourhood. The 
lake is well supplied with fish, while on its bosom 
swims the graceful swan. Huge portions of the castle 
walls still exist, but the beautiful exterior facings have 
been carted away to form ignoble buildings in the 
neighbourhood. 

Having returned to Dumfries, we shall next proceed 
to 



/ 
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UNOIiUDKN ABBEY, 

about one mile from the town. It is situated on a 
beautiful eminence on. the banks of the river Cluden^ 
near its confluence with the Nith^ and almost on the 
line which divides the parishes of Terregles and Tro- 
queer. The abbey was built during the reign of 
Malcolm lY.^ by Uthered, father to Boland^ Lord 
Galloway. It was originally founded for Benedic- 
tine nuns; but about the end of the fourteenth century 
they were expelled by the Earl of Douglas^ who con- 
verted it into a collegiate churchy which it remained till 
the time of the Beformation. The chancel contains 
the remains of Margaret^ daughter of Bobert III.^ who 
was married to the Earl oj^ Douglas. The ruins are not 
so extensive as they were a few years ago, although they 
still form an excellent subject for the pencil of the 
artist. The view given of Lincluden takes in the 
greater part of the bi^lding at present standing. Bums 
delighted to muse here on a pleasant evening, and for 
that purpose often visited the spot. It is said that he 
composed "The Vision^' while wandering along the 
banks of the river in the vicinity of the abbey. His 
favourite walk, however, was on the opposite bank of 
the Nith, known now as Bums' Walk. 

Before returning to Dumfries we shall condact our 
friends to Irongray Churchyard, a few miles further 
on, in which is 
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JBAlfO! DBANB' ORAVE. 

ThiQ Qhiirch and buiyisg-groimd is pleasanfly situated 
at the little village of Irongiay^ which Ued at the foot 
of a beautifiil ¥ang« of hills. The mnains of Jeame 
Deansj^ over which Sir Walter Scott eieeted a plain 
bat handsome gravestone to her memory^ lie a few 
yards from the north gable of the church. The stone^ 
which is in good preservation^ bears the foUowing in^- 
scription from the pen of the great novelist: — 

^'This stone was erected by the 

Author op Wavbrly, 

To the memory of 

HELEN WALKER, 

Who died in the year of God 17 91 . 

TMs hmnble individual practised in real life 

the virtues with which fiction has invested 

the imaginary character of 

Jeanie Deaks. 
liefdsing the slightest departure from veracity, 
even to save the life of a sister, she nevertheless 
showed her kindness and fortitude in rescumg her 
from the severity of the law, at the expense of per- 
sonal exertions, which the time rendered as dijG- 
cult as the motive was laudable. 

"Eespect the grave of poverty when combined 
with love of truth and dear affection." 
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lieaving ttiis hallowed spoty we proceed to one equally 
as sacred and revered^ ihongh not iritiim the preeinets 
of a dmrchytrd-^tiie silent 
TOMB €9* THB ntONORAY BKAATTRB, 

^--ndtuated in a park within a few yards of the chnrch. 
Bere is another evidence of the persecution and tyranny 
whidhi our Ibre&thers suffered ^' for conscience' sake" 
at tim hands of the ^bloody Lagg^'' whose remains^ tra- 
dition say s^ w>^6 dtawn to their final resting-place by 
steeds of fire. Tkd tomb of Hie martyrs is snrronnded 
by an iron railing, around which is a clump of trees, 
on one of whose branches> it is said, the " holy men" 
suffered. On the grave lies an old tombstone, the 
lettering of which was last renewed by Old Mortality. 
The inscription, winch is now scarcely legible, is as 
follows: — 

" Here lies Edward Gotdon and Alexander M'Oabbin, 
Martyrs, hanged without kw by Lagg and Captain 
Brace, for adhering to the Word of God, Christ's 
kingly government in his house, and the Covenanted 
work of Beformation, against tyranny, perjury, and 
pelacy." Eev. xii. 11. March 8d, 1685. 

^ As Lagg and bloody Bnee comniaiid^ 
We were hosg up by hellish hftad. 
And thus their foriooA rage to stay, 
We dy*d near Kirk of Irongray. 
There now in peace sweet rest we take, 
Oooe mordered for religion's sake." 
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The next place of interest^ and one which' no person 
will ever legiet paying a visit to^ is 

BWKBTHEABT ABBBT, 

sitoated at the base of the Griffd^ on tlie right mar^ 
of the Nith^ about seven miles from Maxwellton. The 
road leading to the village of New Abbey, or Sweet- 
heart Abbej, is one of rare beauty^ from variona points 
of which beautiful glimpses of the surrounding countrj 
are obtained. Fromthe top of WhinniehiUj about four 
miles on the road^ an extensive view is procured, in- 
cluding the town of Dumfries, the windings of the 
Nith from above the town to its confluence with the 
Solwaj, and the lofty hills of Teiregles and Torthor- 
wald in the distance. Nearing the village, it is entered 
by a lovely avenue, finnged with lofty plane-trees on 
either side, whose top branches twine around each other, 
forming an exquisite natural arcade. The Olen Bum, 
at the end of the avenue^ is crossed by a small but 
handsome bridge, built of fine speckled white granite. 
The Abbey stands on the left as you enter the village. 
This handsome structure^ of which the church and part 
of the chapter-house still .rem$dn in good preservation, 
was built by Lady Devorgilk, about the middle of the 
12th century. The style of architecture is somewhat 
similar to Glasgow Cathedral and Paisley Abbey. The 
husband of Devorgilla having died in Egypt about the 
year 1260, she had his heart embalmed, enclosed in an 
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ivory box mounted with silver^ and placed in the walls 
of the Abbey, near to the high altar — ^hence the name 
of Sweetheart Abbey. The neat little parish church 
stands on the south dide of the Abbey, while at the 
back is the parish buiying-ground, containing seve- 
ral very ancient grave-stones, some of them bear- 
ing dates as far back as 1650 and 1668. We beHeve 
a charter is still in existence, dated 1548, signed by 
fourteen monks, granting the heritable baiKeship of 
Sweetheart Abbey to the Lords Maxwell. 

Leaving Sweetheart Abbey and crossing the Nith, 
we reach 

OAERLAVEROOK CABtLB, 

one of the finest old castellated ruins in Scotland, 
built somewhere about the beginningof thel5thcentury. 
It is of the triangular form. At the back is the re- 
mains of a large hall, used in former times for banquets, 
measuring about 90 feet long, by 25 broad. The east 
side was used as the family residence, and the west as 
the garrison. The mark of a cannon ball is still 
shown on one of the walls, said to have been directed 
by Colonel Hume during a siege at the time of the 
Covenanting feuds. It is also said to have stood a 
formidable siege under the personal guidance of Edward 
Pirst of England. It is surrounded by a double moat 
of considerable breadth, which must have proved a 
serious obstacle in the way of an attack. It was the 
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property and favourite residence of the MaxweUs^ 
EarLs of Nithsdalej aiid is stQl retained in the handa 
of their descendants. In the immediate nei^bonr* 
hood of Gflerlaverock the site of anoth» old castle is 
pointed ont^ said to have been known daring the 
reign of Malcolm Ganmore, and fonndied, probably^ 
about the end of the sixth ceaturir. 

Retracing our steps by the banks of the Nith, we 
soon reach the pleasant little viUage of 

aUBNCAPUB, 

on the very edge of the liv^. This cleanly village is 
much resorted to during summer as a sea-bathing place 
by the DumfiiesiaDs. Another hour's walk brings us 
back to DumMes^ where we shall at present condude 
our ramUes in the South. 



THE END. 
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BEDUCTION IN RATES poe SEASON TICKETS. 



ERRATA. 

Page 25, third line from bottom of fage,/or Stranith 
read Strathiiith. 

Page 27j fourth line from bottom of ydge,/or Adr 
miral read Admirable. 

Same page, second line from bottom, /or Admiral 
read Admirable. 

Page 65^ si^th line from the top of page, /or 
M^Jfornie read M'Morine. 
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Dumfries, and other principal Stations, allowing parties 
to return on the same day, or on the following Monday, 
at One Fare and a Quarter; and from these Stations 
to Glasgow or Paisley on the same terms. 

J. FAIRFULL SMITH, Secretary. 

Glasgow, 1st May, 1852. 



U ADVERTISEHENTS. 

CHEAP BOOK AND BIBLE STORE 

W. F. JOHNSTONE'S, 

4 4, HIGH STREET, 

9UBPftiBS» 

Mmmtediaiety behind the Jftid'Sieeple, l^eat Side •#* 

ihe aireei, 

WHERE may be seen a large and well Belected 
Stock of Books in every department of Litera- 
ture, BIBLES. TESTAMENTS, PSALM BOOKS, 
and PRAYER BOOKS, of every Size, and Style of 
Binding. 

WRITING and WRAPPING PAPERS of every de- 
sciiption. Plain and Fancy ENVELOPES, SEALING- 
WAX, MOTTO and other WAFERS. 

A splendid stock of FLUTES, FIFES, FLAGEO- 
LETS, and WHISTLES, of the best English, French, 
and German manufacture. 

W. F. J, would call the particular attention of 
Strangers and Others visiting the Tomb of ''Scotia^s 
Bard,** to his large stoc^ of Engravings of the most re- 
markable Buildings, and views of the Classic Scenery 
and Localities in and around Dumfries. 

He has also on hand a splendid variety of 

THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, 

in every size and style of Binding. Also, the Works of 
the most distinguished of the Scotch, English, and Ame- 
rican Poets, with splendid illustrations. 

W. F. J. submits the above to the notice of his 
Friends and the Public, and, as the whole will be offered 
at the lowest possible prices, he hopes to be favoured 
with an early call from those who wish to carry with 
them a memento of their visit to the 

•'QUEEN OF THE SOUTH.*' 

W. F. J. will be most happy to take charge of Letters 
and Parcels addressed to his care for Strangers visiting 
Dumfries. He can also afford them acconmiodation in 
private, for writing to their Friends, Free of Charge. 

88" Please Observe the Address — 

AA, HIGH STREET, DUMFRIES. 
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MOTHERWELL'S 

SSlIiXBMSXO £0I@1 lEISIEX. 

♦ 

I MPORTANT CURES 

EFFECTED BY THIS VALUABLE MEDICINE, 

AS VERIFIED BY THE FOLLOWING 

TBBTIMOWIAXiB. 

No. 3, Stow PiMe, Faulqr, 2d April, 1862. 
Sui — Considering it a daty incumbent upon me to return mj mott 
sincere thanks to yon for the ready relief which I received from your 
Cou&H MiXTinu:, I now take this method of making known the bene- 
fits which I derived from it. I was troubled with a severe Cough, which 
rendered me wholly unfit for work* I went to several medical men in 
town, but none of them gave me permanent relief. I was in despair, and 
actually thought that I would never get better. I had heard of your 
Mixture previous to this, but thought there was no use in trying it. 
However, I was persuaded to make a triaL I did so, and I am happy to 
81^ that it acted like a charm upon me; and I am now entirely free of 
Coogh, pain, and the disagreeable feeling under which I laboured. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 
(Signed). HOBEET FLEMING. 

To Mr. N. C. G. Mothxbwsll. 



Salmon Street, Greenock, 9th Mardi, 1852. 
SiK — I have the gratification of stating to you, that the Mixture 
which I received from you had a wonderful effect in removing the oough 
and difficulty which I laboured under in breathing. It has done me a 
vast deal of good. I have recommended it to others who have been 
equally benefited by it. I remain. Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) ARCHIBALD LECKIE. 

To Mr N. C. G. Motuebwell. 

All those who may be afflicted with couohs, colds, hoasseness, 

PAINS IN THE BKEAST, 0FFBE88I0N IN BBEATHINO, and other affecttoni 

of the lungs, would do well to make a trial of this efficacious remedy. 
Sold In Bottles, Price Is. Ifd. fiaeb. 
PREPARED AND SOLD BY THE PROPRIETOR, 

H« t* 9* ■OTHBRWBLL^ 

at 7 and 8» Orcbard StreeCy 
PAISIiKir. 



WHOLESALE AGENTS tor SCOTLAND, Glasgow Apothecaries* 
Company, Virginia Street, Glasgow. 

Wone are Oennine bnt those bearins tbe PreprletiWa 
fliipiatiire and Oowemment Stamp ontside tbe Wrapper. 



IV ADVfiRTlSEIIEIfTS. 

GLENFIELD PATENT STARCH, 

NOW USED IN THE BOYAL LAUNDRY. 

«tfiM« ^marded '* MoM^mra^ie Jlte»iim»*> mi the 

GREAT KXBIBITION. 



The following very flattering Testimonial from upwards of 
SiXTT of the principal Ghrooers in GHaagow and Newcastle, where 
the Stabch has heen long Sold, is the best proof of its great 
Saperiority :-— 

** We, the Uudenigned, have been Selling the 

SLBHriBLD I^ATBHT fiTAMH 

fOK SOMB TIHE^ AND PIND THAT IT PLEASES OUB 

CUSTOMEES 

BETTER THAN ANY WE HAVE HAD." 

The Ladies are therefore respectfully solicited to make a trial 

OF THE 

GLENFIELD PATENT DOUBLEBEFINED 

POWDER STARCH, 

which, for Domeslic Use, now stands unritalled. 

€op7 of Testimonial from tiie Yjanndrem of "BLet majesty** 
Royal Xianndrr* Rickmond* Snnrey 

Mr. WoTHxasPOON, 40, Donlop Street, Glasgow. 

The Glenfield Patent Powder Starch has now been used for some 
timtf in that Department of the Boyal Laondry where all the Finest 
Goods are finished for her Mi^esty, Prince Albert, and the Eoyal Pamily, 
and I have much pleasure in infivming yon that it has given the highmt 
satisfiietion. 

M. WEIGH, 
Boyal Laundry, Laundress to Her Mqesty. 

Bichmond, near London, I5th May, 1851. 

See also Testimonals from the Lady Mayoress of London ; Lady of 
Wm. Chambers, Esq., of Glenormiston, one of the publishers of " Cham- 
bers's Edinburgh Journal;** the Laundresses of the Marchioness of Bread- 
aldane; Countess of Eglinton; Countess of Dartmouth; &c., &c. 

iSoUi QQtloUsalr an1> Urtaa bs all iSiiopitrepnft. 

Agents wanted; apply to Mr. B. Wotheksfoon, 40, Dunlop Street, 

Glasgow. 



London Depots 

WOTOEBSPOON, lAGKAT k CO., 40, URG WILIIAI STRSn, CITT. 



AOYERTISEMENTS. T 

ABERCORN LIVERY STABLES 

AND 

NEW TOWN INN, 
9, GAUZE SRTEBT, PAISLEY. 



MRS FINDLAY M'FADYBN begs to return her 
sincere thanks to the Public of Paisley and neigh- 
bourhood for the liberal patronage reeeived by her late 
husband, and begs to intimate that she continues to 
carry on the business, in all its branches, as formerly. 

STEANGEBS VISITING PAISLEY 

will find the Accommodation at the above Inn of a Supe- 
rior Description; and every attention will be paid to- 
wards their Comfort. 



Wines, Spirits, Ales, &cc., of the Choicest 

quality. Steaks, Chops, dec, on the 

Shortest Notice. 

HEARSES. FUNERAL and MOURNING COACHES, 

OF THE 
FIRST CLASS, ow MODERATE TERMS. 

Job and Post Horses, Harringtons, Phsetons, Mini- 
buses, Dog Carts, Albert Cars, Gigs, Saddle Horses, 
<&c., with careful and steady driyers. 



Ord«rs l«ft b6r0> or at tli« BUnilms Oi&c«^ 2^ Oonnty 

Tl9LO€, runetiially Attended. 

« 

Night Man always in aUendanct at the Stable, 
New Town Inn, Paisley, 1852. 



VI ADVERTI3E1CBNTS. 

P. MUNDELL, 

WHOLESALE MEBCHANT, TEA DEALEB, DBYSALIEB, 

Mb TOBACCONIST, 

19, PLAINSTONES, HIGH STREET, 
DUMFRIES. 



rURISTS and 0THEB8 Tisiting Dom&ies, are respectfnll; infonned 
that real Foreign HA.VANNAH CIQABS can only be had at the 
aboTe EitaUiibaient, hii f oraigii Cigan bang all boo^t under bond. 



KERR'S TEMPERANCE COFFEE-HOUSE, 

QUEENSBERRY SQUARE, 



MB. KEEBk in intimating the Opening of this EBtahUflhinent, begs to 
state that it will be conducted on the plan of supplying a variety of 
wholesome and comfortable Refreshments, ready on the shortest notice, 
and at very Moderate Bates, with the exclnsion only of intoxicating 
liqncHS. He hopes to obtain an extensiTe support from those friendly to 
the canse of Tunperance, and without which he cannot succeed. His 
best efforts will be used to make his House a convenient place of resort 
on the Market Days. He begs to refer to the subjoined Bill of Pare, &c: — 

BILiIi OF FARB. 

A Pot of Coffee, with Bread and Butter 8d. 

Ditto, of Tea with Ditto 4d. 

Cheese 2d., Eggs, Id. to lid. 

Boihsd Ham 3d. 

Fried Ham or Small Steak 4d. 

Large Steak or Chops 7d. 

Cold Meat, with Bread 6d. 

Mutton Broth, Pease Soup, with Bread, each 3d. 

Hare Soup, with Bread 4!d. 

Mutton Broth, with Meat 6d. 

Qinger Beer, Lemonade, Baspberry, each 3d. 

Beds, including Boots, &c Is. 3d. 



AdiMlttsincc for tke ««e of f h« Ncwspaperst or on Wiwuimemm 

onlyt Id. 

The Newspapers taken in are — ^The London Dailf News'^ The Dum- 
friet Gourier and Standard — The GloMgow Saturday Evemng ToH — 
London lUuttrated Newt, 

RefrethmetUs will be in readmeae on SUNDAYS, adapted fw partiee 
during the Interval of Public Wonhip, 



ADVERTISEMENTS. TU 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WINE & SPIBIT MERCHANTS. 



B 



F. ROBERTSON A COT., 

CJP^om 65, Jamaica Street,) 

EG to inform their Friends and the Public in general, that they have 
Bemoved to those Central Premises, 

62, & 64, QLASSFORO STREET, 

So long occapied by Mr. Whitlaw, where they continue to supply Families 
with 

NtrssraSd oi^itaisvQd i»(&3i09m» is^maSd a<is(B49 

Of the Best Qnalittos* and •n Bemsmmble T«rM». 



Having fitted up part of their Premises for the Betail Tbads, F. R* 
& Ck). are now enabled to furnish Befreshments in a superior manner, 
and at Moderate Bates. 

In returning their sincere thanks for the large share of patronage already 
^ven, F. B. & Co. trust, with increased facihties, and an earnest desire 
to please, they will be found deserving of a still burger share of support. 



62, & 64, GLASSFORD STBEET, GLASGOW. 

SARACEN'S HEAD INN, 

2, MOSS STBEET, (CBOSS), 

ABCHIBALD STEWABT, 

r\ BATEFUUjY acknowledging the liberal patronage already bestowed 
\1 on him, b^ to intimate that he has lately greatly added to his 
Posting and Stabling Establishment. 

A. S. shall continue to make it his unceasing endeavour to conduct 
his whole Establishment in the same style that has already gained for 
him so much patronage and support. 

SADDLE HORSES, 

COACHES, HABBINGTONS, PHAETONS, MINIBUSES, DOG- 
CARTS, and GIGS, with excellent Horses and Steady Drivers, supplied 
with Promptitude and Punctuality. 

if^ A LOCK-UP COACH HOUSE. 
Mear§e§9 Wunerai C*acke»t and CarrUig€»^»f the JYe^eai 



Till ADYERTISEMENTS. 

GLOBE INN, 

■ AXWBLLTOH^ 

ON THE ROAD TO THE OBSERVATORY 

AND 

LIHCLIUBIEH ABBEYo 



BTBAKB, OUOTB, OOTTMIk, *c. 

iiODaiNas. 
aEORGE HOTEIi^ 

2, SMITHILLS STREET, 
PAISI.ISY. 



JAKES KING begs lespecthdiy to inform the Nobility, Comoienaal 
Gentlemen, and the Inhabitants of Paisley and Benfrewshire, that 
he has how opened the above Hotel, which, from its extent and central 
position, will be found to afford superior accommodation to those who 
may hoaoor him with a visit. 

POST 1^ SADDLE HORSES^ DOQ-CARTS^ GIGS^ COACHES, 

HARRINGTONS, AND PHAETONS. 

HBARSBS AND PIJNJBBAIi COACHES 

Of the JTewent JDe9€ripii0n. 

MINIBUSES ALWAYS IN WAITING AT THE RAILWAY 

STATIONS. 
Paisley, April, 1852. 



XINCPS ARMS' HOTEIis 

66, TRONGATE STREET, 
6I.AfiS0W« 

(ALEXANDER WILLIAMSON.) 

CENTBALLY SITUATED 

FOB 

COMIIEKCIAL GENTLEMEN AND TOURISTS. 

Charges Moderate. 



1 




In the Press^ and \riilbe Pablishecl in a few days, 

GUIDE 

TO THE 

GLASGOW & SOUTH WESTERN EAILWAY, 

INCLUDING 

AYR, ARDROSSAN, DUMFRIES. GRETNA, &c, 

Price Is. 6d. 



Will be Published simultaneously with above, 

GUIDE 

To 

AYR, BURNS^S MONUMENT, ARDROSSAN, &c. 

Price 6d. 



